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To all that love the pos; T5 SUS 
Curis Tin Truth and Sincerity, 


Dear Souls, 
Brice: bethe God of mercies, who hath (a- 


tisfied my ſpirit, that it is not the power ot 
Argument, the force of. Diſpute or. Elo- 
quence, nor the efficacy. of hamane Reaſon thar 
can moreclearly make Our the things that are free) 


given fo nes than way, Dar =, 

ſearches all r event things t 4r0 

God,in he RT his Saincsasthey ll S LY 
neſs.having the ſame ſpir ef 

Record which God gave of his 

theſe and poor weak things (th h we [d z0f Zach.4.to. 
depiſe the to) of ſmall things) made _publick upon 

ary ſuch account,but onelyas.it Atpleaſedthe Lordto 

draw forth my ſpirit, to glye y waththoſc 


Truths he hat ſealed in my breaſt, againſt all the 
cory cepſures, and unrighteous judgments of 


""'For that immortal it abich raiſed Teſs u 
PE the dead, and al Spire. the bodies of his 


Saints, by irs own [i gh life, power, wiſdom, and 


firevgth, wer er all ioall in his people, ſands not 
itt as need of theweak inſtrument of iinfull mans 


Km, ?,17, 


carnal and deviliſhwildom: For it isthis Spiret chat lobn 6.63, 


qu ckeneth , the fleſh profiteth nothing. Neither are 


the weapons of a believers narfare carnal, but mighty * Cor 10t, 


in Chriſt, not in us, to the pulling down of ſtrong bolds 
and laying low of 6: ery imagination that ftauds up 
avarnſt Chrift, A 32 And 


And alſo I have uſually in experience obſerved, 
that in AY make out the Truth by the force 
of ourwit, and arguments, one carval weapon is. 
bur ſet againſt another, and ſo doth little elſe but 
engender ſtrife, and ſtir up paſſton: ſothat Truth ra- 
ther receives damage than profit by it, And there- | 
fore the Scripture witneſſeth, that Szints ſhould a.* 
word fooliſh queſtions, endleſs Genealogies, and contex- 
tions, with perterſe diſputings, whereof cometh envy, 
frife, railyngs, and evil ſurmiſings. | 

 Andasthe Lord in mercy hath clcared my ſpirit 
from theſe myſts, ſo he hath led me forth togive 
my teftimony with the reſt of his Saints in behalf 
of his Cauſe and Truth, againſt all perverſneſs, and 
unrighteouſneſs of meti. For after the Lord about 
eighteen years ago, hid in his wonderfullmercy_ 
brought me to the ſad/experience of mine owa 
dead, finfall, loft, and damnable condition in na- 
ture; and fully ſhewed me the nothingaeſs, and 
helplefiieſs of creaturelypower, either. withoutor 
within me, and graciouſly led me forth towitneſs 
with the Prophet David, That he had drawn me forth 
of the horrible Pit, aud ſet my feet upon 4 Rock, and 
efiabliſied my goings ; Andthen, and ever ſince car- 
ried me forth fomrimes in'much power, ſometimes 
in weakneſs Sinn, 1 the working of his own 
will) to declare unto the ſons of men what he had 
d:ne for my Soul, P64 

This no ſooner appeared in me and others whom 

. ir pleaſed the Lord ts reveal bis Son tn, but the po-. 
wer of Babel in the Miniſters of Satan traxsformsng 
themſelves tnto Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, then inthe 
Epiſcopal and Prelatical Form, poured forth all 
their malice and ſpite againſt the Truth, and againſt 

all. 


ae 
all thoſe in whom it appeared : then throwing dirt 
vpon us, and hotly raging in perſecution againſtus, 
in and under the terms of Puritans, Seperariſts, 
Grindletonians, and Antinomians: A 


ai 


Andalſo canti- 
ein therail of the 


nued the ſamebitterneſs i 
Dragon (though then iſgut uiſed ubderthe name of 
Presbyterians, and a new Form of pretended godli- 
xeſs) by the former odious 1 itles, nr addiction of 
new,as Libertines, Blaſphemers, Series, and He- 
reticks: and (ince-bath.not eaſed under ch e new 
devicesof Independency, and. Ghonctgheriog. 
keeping Rtill rhe ſame appellations, and ſaper- 
ding ot others, as Dippers, Quakers, and indeed 
he not ? calling and acc vp 41 thers as He- 
reticks that were not of their ; 
Formand judgment : andfo the kierlip ner | 
of Demetri»s bis Craft. do. ſtill vociſerate af pn 
tinu it : yet omrichdandicg all their bloudy,malice, 
and infaciable- 
and thofe thir were bis; throwgh his 
fronhe is of all theſe Acrontioþ ions 
Aill fairhfu pIERerp keep and preſerve all his fy his emighy 
power, throug Faith unto.ſs Jelvation. | pu} 
Andoom the. Lord bath. fire 
and hand tobearout. my: wicnels agi 
and romanifeſt the laws to you my. dear brethren, 
pertakers of the ſ#rne heaven calling, and anointed 
with that ſpirit that teacheth'all things, and leadeth into 
all truth; where ” MReicher rev hav Orhth; bend 
wor free, male por emale, 
ſw : tothe unityof ws Spirit he commends you, 
who remains 

April 28. Tours in the Lord, though the 

1653« loweft and leaſt of all Saints, 
Jo: WEBSTER. 


envy, the Lordchath: Ihe 
trevor ty 


2 Cor.:.1e. 


1 Pet.1.5» 


Gal3.s F, 


ho are, alf one'in eb)if Yeu .--. x 
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Toall thoſe thar ſetup Forms, and externz1 Wor: 

ſhip ipſteadof th {piritual, and thoſe that call | 
'_- themlelves he Miniſters of the Nation. | 


Countrey-men, 


- 


8 | : f L 

Secch pamtorecetve on Peeks 1, As becometh theſe Who have ſti 
led, es by om” dear and precious name of (briſtians. 
' Hath the Spirit of Chrift ever revealed in you, or the record 
of his truth tau | 
ſoeevey) or avy e 


2 Tim.3.5, 


godlineſs ? Ir wot he ammwrtherer that hateth tis brother, and, 
: 10:13" rbereforehath not erernal life abiding in him ? Or & there 


"PIE none B wither but Tv that 4 of. gegr EetheredG ongreges TLES 
Tobn 4. 21,22, 1s hito worſpip.qhe aber in ſpirif and crurh ? of rather to 
23,244 worſhip ye know not' what, either at Jeruſalem, or upon 
fome other Mountain. The Lord open your tys, and give you 
ſpirs te diſcern in what Principle ye ſtand : Was ever the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt in his Saints in any Age, a [port of perſecution ? 


Or were the Saints acewuſers of their Brethren, by caſting upon 
| 


them | 


4 


thew anyodinus Tu les ? Or did they Compluin of others to any 
Pen Fore hoodies pin By elec 


3 . mot them and their Way * Nay, doth not Chriff teach them not 9:38.20; 


AAA. orcas. cutie Po 
, <T 


ro forbid ſuch? And is it not the Rule, that Stints ſhmld 40, 

wot ſpeak evil one of another? for in ſo dotng they judg ames 4.t1,1 2. 
the Law, ani tulfill it not 7 And did not God [o Tedd out their 

ſpirits, that bring reviled, they did bleſs, being perſecuted, . c., 4a 
they did ſuffer, and being Uefamed, they did intreat ? Nay, ol 

[ "g accuſation agtinſt the Devil ? ſudeg. 

A's, but to refer it to the Dora "That he may rebake him. Now 

Whether it bs ſe With you or #ih, Itt Jour Conſtitnces and carri- 

Did ever the Sprrit of Chriſt teach you, that any ations, 
duty, performances, or any holy exerciſos of 'yourt, Were well- 
pleaſing unte Gia, that Were Hot the fruits and effetts of his Spi- 
rit enhabiting and Working in you ? No; rooms you ſhould 
ive your bodyes to be butked, and yeur goods ro feed rhe 1 Cort ;.3;' 
poor, Without the Principle of Divine Love (which « Chriſt) | 
working the [ame in you, it would profit you nothing. Where 
i your Charity ? Where. your Love ? Doth all that you att in 
the Way of bu worſhip flow from thu Spirit ? T 4 your '[elves, 
Examitie your ſelves, know You'tor rhat Chriſt Jeſtsisin- »C97-13-7-| 
you, except you be reprodates? CMP mer every Plane Math-15- 13. 
which the heavenly Father bath not planted be rooted 
out? Audif your Relsgi0n and Way of worſhip Were of God, it 
would ſtand without any aſſif ante of man, or Worlaly power, 
that the. Gates of Hell could not prevailagainſt it ; for his 
Kingdom being not of this world, & not wpholden by rhe po- 
wer or principles of this World, but by the Almighty Ward of his 

iritual power. 

But doth the houſe of your holineſs ſtand founded upon this 
Reck, of Ages, or upon the ſandy foundation of mans power, and 
ſelf-righttou[neſs, and therefore When the rain deſcendech, ygath.; "i 
the windes blow, «ad the flouds bear, ir falleth, and the fall u5,26,a7. 
of it is great ? | 

a Td you that call your ſelves the Miniſters of the Na-> 

tion, 48 ever the Spirit of Chyift reach you to derive your 
Calling and Miſſion from man, or the power of men? [x it not 
| the - 


7 it fitting to bring a raili 


Matth.r6C.19. 
lohn I2%4)6e 


Ma t'- 9 35, 
WF,;; %, 


Gal.i. 111,12. 


Jain IF, 16. 


prove 


Matth.7,'6. 


20.29, 


2 Cor.1.6, 

x lohn 2.379 
Reb,f.1 1, 
Tohn1c(el;s 
Maotrti1.10s 
TH ,; 0» 

lohn 9. 6,3). 
P;alm ils 


FA 
*, TE 


_ Preſpyters, gathered Churches, or the pewer of the Magi[trat, | 
. #6 borrow authority, and thereby to procure a fat Porſo 


* by the fruits of their Doftrine, the tru Minifters are known + 


the Lord of the Haryeſt onely, and none-but be, by bug own 
will and ſpirit, that ſendeth forth Laborers into kis Vide- 
yard ? Had you your Miſſion from him, or from Rome,? frons. 
hu ſpirit,or from the vain and fr gitleſs impoſition of the hands 
of Bifvops or Preſbyters Who apiſuly imitated the Apoſtles atti- 
ev, without ther ſpirit, gifts of je ? Is not the calling of a | 
Alinifter{ as vas Vauls) from God immeatathy, «nd neither of: 
man, nor by man ? Conſider inte What Place you have thruſt || 
nanr ſclues, even whither the Lord hath net put nor placed you 5 | 
Nay, hg you rn rup When he teger [ent gon * T boſe that axe 
his Diſcaples, chuſe not him, bur Cer them, and or ! 
daineth rhem to bring forth. fruit. But do you not pretend : 
*% chuſe him, to make a T rade of hu ſervice, when you go and 
are (ent to Academyesto be fitted for that end, and to Bifaps, 


onape or | 
Augmentation ? and then you ſet up ſhop to ſell and vend clad 3% 
Wares, as though now you had ſerved a ſufficient apprentiſhip, | 
and vere Haſters of the Craft or Trade ; When yet God hath | © 
neither choſen, fitted, nor{ent you forth in the power and dewon- | 
ftrationof hu Spiris. Ang this peers by the fruits of your | | 

ied Ainiftry being empty, aull, dead, liveleſs, and onely | 
like teaching of the Scribes and. Phariſes : for indeed 8 | 
et gather Grapes of Thorns, nor Figs of Thiſtles : and /o | 


from the falſe,and {q are you. it + 1Þ 
Dare you preſume to $i you are Chriſts Ambalſaders, | | 
and know not the Meſſagethat you ſhould deliver, but have it to * 
frame, and hammer out by your ſtudy, cogitations, devices, and | 
the Working of your carnal Wit, and corrupted Reaſon? or te 
ſcrape and gather up. out of this and that Author, . Father, _ | 
Schoolmen, Modern Writers, this and that Expoſitor, Com- | | 
mentator, and the like ? 1s this tobe made able Miniſters of | 3 
| 4 


the New Teſtament, not of the Letter, but of theSpirir >? | 
T hoſe that Chriſt ſends forth, have that Unction that teach- - 
eth chem all chings, that they need not to ask or inquire of 
vain Idols that have eys and ſee nor, cars and hear not, 


He 


—_ , . 
nwut 4 __ - 


mouths and ſpeak nor, neither have any fpirit of under- | 7 
ſtanding !' | 


: 
; 


Nandiog in them at all, bt they are all taught of Gel, and 
have received in ſore meaſure of that ſpirit which leads into 
all truth, end »ced not take thought what chey ſhall anſwer ; 
for it ſhall be given them in thathour; for it is aot they that 
ſpeak, bur the 6piric of the. Father in-them; and out of their 
bellies do flew fountains of living waters : . /#h1:/e.in the mean 
time your broken Ciſterns of wit,learning and carnal wiſdom [er. 2.13, 
' 41 contain no Water. | Can you be his ſanldiers., when y-u 
have no weapens but what are carnal , and not thoſe [piritual 
ones of -C breſt, that are mighty 1a him-tethe pullingdown Ee: 
of ſtrong holds, and the laying.low of every. imagination * e104 
that ſtands up againſt bim,and is powete T-he Lord in mer-. 
cy open your eyes, to ſer your on emptineſs, and Want of furni- 
rare, to fight, conquer, and ftandin this [piritnal.and great 2 Cor... 
warfare : otherwyſt none are ſuſacient of themſelves,to think 
_ ching of themſelves,but every Miniſters ſufficiency is of 


Did ever Chriſt teach you-to preach for hire, or to makg (0n- 
 tralls how much you muſt have. for exerciſing that Miniſtry, 
che neceſlity of which is ame 60 you (if :1you be . called of | 
God) even to preach'in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſ0n.,\gnd woe be, 1 Cor.g 15. 
unto them that doit not? Amdyyer48.t row cy Ne publibe Nic 3-13. 
maintenance, no Miniſtry ; Oh hypocrites , how can ye eſcape 
the dammarion of hell | Or hath hataught you to remove from: 
place to phace, where you-may have more mony or a greater bene- 
fir? This us only to preach for hire, not for the love of the truth, 
10x out of your ſenſibleneſs of the neceſſity incumbent upon you. 
With what faces can ordare you exatt Tythes or pay 7 $a poor 
| Labomrers , by the compulſory pewer of a Worldly Law , who 
(perhaps) never received any benefit from your Miniſtry ? or 
cry out for a publike maintenance to be eſtabliſhed by the Magr- 
ſtrate? Is there any other maintenance fer a Goſpel- Miniftry, 
but whas thoſe freely give, that feel, and confeſs the benefit of 
the (ame, thinking it a (mall matter to give carnal things for 
ſpiritual : Did ever the Apoſtles compel (or declare it lawful 
ſo to do)any to lay dowen the price of their ſold poſſeſſions at their 
feet , but only received that which according to the motion of 
every ones ſpirit, was voluntarily brought in unto them ? Of 
did they ever force any (or declare it lavwfull ſo to do) to give 
B 


them 


= - pure” gr by 
POT” + p . 
— + "_ as 4 A 


«- *s , 
Oe net 


o 
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them ary carnal things, but ſuch as declared that they had re- 
ceived [ſpiritual things, and only ſemuch as thur ſpirits were 
arawn unt freely to grve? But you, like Demetrius axd the reſt 
of the Silver-ſmiths of that T rade, have long ſhouted, ard con- 
tinue ſo ftill, that great is your Diana of Epheſu: and 
that if this truth 1 niw held forth ſhould prevail, your 
Shrine-making would be ſpeiled, your trade overthrown, and 
our ſelves utterly unacye , who bave nothing elſe to lively, 
and therſore by your noi muſt needs provoke the multitude,and 
(:f poſſible) draw them on your fide, though you be never able 
to give an account of thus yeur unlawful noile and tummltucus 
clamer. And 1 knew you having ſolung time traced in this 
Merchandiſe, and fexnd therein what your ſouls luſted after, 
caxnot but weep and movrnto fee it all deſtroyed and taken 
away : and yet the day # khaftening, and the time us at hand. 
T he Lerd therefore tu the tenderneſs of hu mircy give you 
20 [ee that you arein Babylon, and call you out fremthence,that 
you be not partakers of Her ſins, and receive not of her 


lagues; and that you may be brought 1ntd the Church of 


Chriſt, which-us his body, to the eternal conpfort of your ſouls, 
and the praiſe of hu glorious name, 


April. 28, | So prayeth the meaneſt of men, 
I653. 
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Divers Poſitions and Qurries 
propounded unto all. thoſe who be- 
ing of difterent Judgments 

\ coacerning the ſame , are wil- 


ling in love and meckneſs 


co give or take ſatil- 
faction. 


_—  — — — — — 


| I. Of Humane Learning. 


Z To the attaining of which, the immediate 
L concourſe of Gods Spirit is neceſſary, and 

2 <S the common grace of the holy Ghoſt requi- 
fite, for the making men capable in divers meaſures to attain 
che ſaid acquirements;'and this concourſe or common grace, 
[ take wich mans natural power and capacity , incluſtvely, 
and not diſ-jun&ively, And thus is Science by the School- 
men divided into that which is acquired , and that which is 
infuſed; and this humane acquired Science I underſtand in 
the manner of acquiſition, ſtands divided and diſtinguiſhed 
from that evidencal and experimental knowledg, which men 
partake of, by the ſending in, inflowing, and indwelling of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, [And m this ſenſe the moſt knowing 
B 2 men 


Pofrtion. 2, 


Arogum. 2. 
. © C 

1:C.1.2 6. 

1 COT 13 2). 


ETrLHM.3. 


Marth, in 25, 


209, 


$827 


men underſtand, and acteprt it. 

That all chis Humane Learning or acquired knowledg in 
its excellency and perfeRion cannot, per /e,& ex Po na- 
ru underſtand, nor apprehend the myſtery of the Goſpel; 
nor any way of its own nature can be advantagious unto it; 
but is different from ir , even hurtfull and deſtructive unto 
the ſaid end, as may appear by theſe Arguments following. 

The poſſe of it is clearly denyed; 7 he Narural man rece:- 
weth xot the things of the Spirit of God , for they are foolsſh- 
neſs unto him : neither cart he know them becauſe they are [pi- 
ritzually diſc: rned,, A natural man cannot know them by any 
natural power or acquiſition. But'the man of the moſt and 
greateſt acquired knowledg inthe World 1s no more then a 
natural man: Foy that which i born of the fleſh-is but fleſh, 
not ſpirit Therefore can be not underſtand the things of 
the Spirit of God ; they are otherwiſe diſcovered, that is, 
fpiritually, not carnally, 

The eſſe of it,or matter of FaR is as clearly denied; hich 
none of the Princes of this world kneW z for had they known it, 


: 


. they Would not have crurified the Lord of Life. And again;for 


after that in the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdem knew not 
(oa, it pleaſed God by the fooliſaneſs of preaching,to ſave theſe 
thar belicve. So that neither the Princes of Learning, eithes 
of the Jews or Gentiles, did ever in their wiſdom or learning 
know the mind of God inthe Gofpel; nor we, or thoſe that 
come after us, do, or ſhall inall our wifdom ever know or 
underſtand it, 

That Humane or worldly wiſdom cannot know the my- 
ftery of the Goſpel, is clear, becauſe it is diſſonant from,and_ 
contrary to the pleaſure and decree of the Almighty, that it 
ſhould effe& any ſuch end : At that time Jeſs anſwered and 


ſaid, I thank thit © Father, Lurd of heaven and earth, becauſe 


theu haſt hidden theſe things from the wiſe and prudent,and haſt 
revealed them mnto babes; even ſo Father , for foit ſeemed 


1 Cur.1.15,20 £00d in thy fioht, For it is written, 1 Wil deſtroy the wiſdom 


of the Wiſe, and wilt bring to nothing the under ftanding of the 
prudext. Now that which is diſſonant from, and contrary to 
the purpoſe of God, cannot effett »hat which be hath deter- 
mined it ſball nat, This 


| 3 | 
T his would neceſſarily ſet up{as it doth too much already ) 
2a confidence in the fleſh', and a glorying in mans frail wif- 
dom , and dark cognition; which is contrary to that end 


which God hath decreed in the ſaving of man. For he hath 
E035 T0 Con 


'* choſen feeliſh things to confound iſe, and weak thing 
found ſtroag, and things that are not, to confound things that 
are ; that no fleſ> ſhould glory in his preſence. Therefore the 
knowledg ot the Divine myſteries of the Goſpel, comes not 
by mans acquiſition, leſt it ſhould be ſaid , the 1dol of his 
Learning had told him |th1s. 
And as it doth not,norican underitand the my fterics of the 
Goſpel, but they ſeem fooliſhneſs unto it ; ſo all the wiſ- 
dom of the fleſh is atenmity with, and deltruftive unto the 
way of knowing the truth,nay, even to the truth it ſelf; Ze- 
canſe the carnal mind , | or the Wiſdom of the ficſh, 1s enmity a- 
gainfl God, and ts not ſubjett tothe Law of God, neither in- 
deed can be. So th.t every mind naturally, though never fo 
learned (for no humane learning ſanRifieth the mind) is 
but a carnal mind, and ſo is enmity againſt God, and is nor, 
nor can be ſubject to his Law; but is in truch and verity, 
earthly, ſenſwal, and deviliſh | 

And if it be objected , thatthough Humane Learning be 
an enemy to the Law of God while it is in a natural and un- 
ſanRitied heart : yet when the heart is once ſancified, and 
truly turned to God, then it b-comes a ſanctified inſtru- 
ment, and a good handmaid to Theologie. 

To this-I anſwer, that though the heart be truly ſanctifi- 
ed,in which human learning doth inhere as in its ſubject;yet 
* doth it not follow that learning it ſelf is, no more then fin 

can be ſaid to be ſanctified, though the heart of a ſinful man 


Argus. 4, 


1 Cor.n.27, 
28,29. 


Aroum 'S 


Rom.7.8, 


Jam.2. rs, 


Ob7eft. 1, 


Solution, 


may be truly ſaidto be ſaaRtifed : for acquired learning by 


it elf, and of its own nature is nothing elſe but fin, and 
therefore remains (o ſtill, and cannot truly and properly be 

Aaid to be ſanRifed no more then ſin. ' But if by being ſan- 
. Aified,they mean that the providential wiſdom of God oth 
order it;or make uſe of it for the good of his People, I opoſe 


itnot,fo that it be underſtood;that that good flows not from 


_ the mature of acquired knowledg it ſelf ; but from the Wif- 
B 3 dom 
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S8luties, 


TIchn'5 63. 
2 Cor. 3.9. 


Conſt. ] « 


As 4 12, 


| (4) | 

dom and goodneſs of the Spirit of God, who maketh all 
things work, together for the benefit of thoſe that love him, 
who are the called acccrding to his prirpoſe ; And ſo no more 
can proyerly in this reſpect be predicated of ic, then of fin 
it ſelf, which in that caſe{ though nor as an entity; for Nov 
entia, ad modum entium concipiuntsr) is (aid allo to work for 
the good of Gods Saints, 

Again, if it be objected, That though Learning be not ef- 
feRuall to the underſtanding of the myitery of che Goſpel, 
yet it is prevalent to the compleating of the literal and hiſto- 
rical knowledg thereof. 

To this I anſwer, Though it may conduce to the gaining of 
literal and hiſtorical knowledge, yet this is not ad idem, be- 
cauſe it profiteth nothing, for Truth it ſelf bears record, /r ;; 
the Spirit that quickneth, the fleſh profiteth »othing ; and men 
are made able Miniſters of the New Teſtament, nor of the let- 
rer, but of the ſpiris; for the letttr killeth, but the ſpirit giveth 
life. So that all litera'l and hiſtoricall knowledge gained þ 
mans power, is but like the principle from whence it flowed, 
fleſhly,earthly,deadly and deſtructive. 


Conſettarits. | 

Then all thoſe that che worid cryes up for learned, from 
this principle of Humane Learning,are but with God called 
and accounted un-diſcipled, un-taught, as Peter witneſſeth 
clearly, where ſpeaking of the Epiſtles of Pax, he ſaith, in 
them ſome things were hard tobe under Food, Which they that 
are nntaught and unſtable,wreſt as they do alſo the other 3 crip. 
tures, unto their own deftrution. Whereby it is manifeſt thar 
by the word £4345 ( which chough uſually rendred in the 


Engliſh Tranſlation heedleſly,the unlearned,yer properly lig- 


nifies,the undiſcipled or untaught, and therefore commonly 
in the L atine 15 turned i1dv&@:, which points forth the ſame 
ſignificantly ; for the word that ſignifies unlearned, or un- 
Jetter'd is 2352waunry x i/wm, which is, Homines illiterati, 
& idiote.): He intends thoſe that were undiſcipted , and 


had not the Teaching of the Spirit,and yet in the ſtrength of . 


naturall reaſon-'and carnall wiſdom, wreſt the word to their 


own 


. that rake away the key of knowleage, ani enter not them;/clves, 
. neither ſuffer thoſe that Would come in to enter ? and there- 


5 
own deftruQion. So that ajl that knowledge which flows 
from the naturall mans acquiſition , which the world calls 
wiſdom, is fos/iſhne/s with God; and though the wiſdom of 
God,which (tands only in the teaching of [ 15 Spirit, be ac- 


- counted foolifhneſs with men,yet this fooliſanefs of God 14 Wi- 1 Cur, 2.15, 


[cr then the wiſdem of men. 
Then all choſe expolitions and interpretations of Scrip- Cor/c, 2 


care that have been,are, or ſhall be made by the force and 


power of human learning, and mans innate notions of wit 


and reaſon, are no more then carthly,fenſual and diveliſh de- 


| ſtroyingall thoſe chat rely upon them, or truſt in them. And 
_ all preaching or expounding from this principle,is damnable 


both to ſpeaker and hearer : 1f rhe blind lead rhe blind, they Nuilt.ty.n, 
fall both into the ditch. Then are not the moſt that pretend 
to preach, ſeeing they do it but from this principle, thoſe 


Mat. 23-13, 


fore a moſt heavy wo belongs unto them, and will fall upon 
them, | 

Therefore when men teach and affirm, that without hu- 
man learning, none can be able Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment,and condemn thoſe that ſpeak only out of the teaching 
of the Spirit,and have little or no buman learning at all, and 
make uſe of little or none, but lay it afide,do they not plain- 
ly ut up the Kingdoms of Heaven from men, and neither en- 
ter themſelves,nor ſuffer others that would ? 

Then if the quinteſſence of all humane learning were Ce/4c+. - 
asa Mapiſterial extraRt,monopolized in one man , yet were $ 
it no fit qualification for a Miriſter of the Goſpel : for fleſh wy ©.15. 15. 
and blood revealeth not theſe divine things unto men, but the 
Father which is in Heaves. 


Queries, 


Whether of two men, the one having a great meaſure of Wer; 1 
acquired learning,but nat the infuſed and experimental; the 
other the infuſed and experimental. but no human learning, 
are fitter to be choſen to the Miniſtry? 
Whether any be fit or able to judg of the Spirit in another, Query. 2. 
that 


Query J. 


Wer) 4. 


Poſition 1, 


Ren 2. I; 


Fxod 19. 20, 


$Y) ae 

that have it not themſelves ; or to give approbation, or wit- 
nels to others of that which they have not experienced in 
themſelves ; and conſequently whether a Nation or Com- 
monwealth can juſtly ſer up perſons to judge of the Spirit of 
God in others, and to give them licenſes to exerciſe thoſe 
gifes of the Spirit, that have not experienced the work of this 
Spirit in themſelves,or not ? 

Whether or nor, all char much magnified naturall Reaſon 
(which we think dignifiech us above, and diſtinguiſheth us 
from brutes) and all that human learning ( which we con. 
ceive exalts and reRifieth Reaſon) be the fruit and effec of 
the forbidden tree,and is a ſpurious and advemtitious faculty 
which man wanted in his innocency, and was inſtilled inco 
him by $a:ann the fall > 

Whether all that knowledge that a naturall man hath by 


nature, and from the firſt Adam,and all that which by the 


ſame power he can attain, be not the ſame helliſh and ſer. 
pentine wiſdom by which the Divell ruleth his kingdom, or 
not? And whether all the horrible and ſtrange teners ſprung 

upin all Apes, with the jars and diſputes about the things of 
God, ariſe not from this ſmoak of the bottomleſs pit of Sa- 
;ans malice, ſtirred upinthe Region of mans cargall wil- 
dom and human learning ? 


. \Concerning the Law. 

By this word Law I underſtand a Light diſcovering what. 
ſhould be done, and what ought not to be done , comman- 
ding the one and prohibiting the other; and this (according 
fo the tenor of divine Truth) 1 find to de rhreefold. 

1. Internal,and impreſſed upon the ſouls of all men natu- 
rally, and therefore commonly called the Law of Nature, 
which the Apoſtle makes clear in theſe words : Which rey 
rhe work of the LaW written un their hearts, their conſcience 
allo bearing witneſs,and their thoughts the mean while accu- 
ſing, or elſe excuſing one ancther. And under this law were, 
and areal men,even as they are men. 

2. Externall, as that of the Decalogue, commonly called 


Mora): ingraven inthe Tables of ſtone, given unto Moſes, 


and 


—— 


[7] | 


and ob!iga ory untoall the ſeed of {breham according tothe ne; 


Aeth, andall the Iews were under this Lay, and it was their 
light and rule. | 

2. There is another Law which is internal, ſpiricual and 
eternal, The Law of the Spirit of| Life, as ſayrh the Text: 6, 9 4. 
For the Law of the Spirit of life in Cbreſt Ieſus, hath freed me |\ :1,1 7, 
from the [aw of [in and death : and this1s allocal'edthe Law 'at.:s5. 
of Faith, andthbeperfett Law of Liberty ; and under this are 21! 
Sa'ntsandciu Believers ; of the ſecond andihird we flrull fy 
ſomthing. 

That the Aoſaical Law of the Decalogue, commoniy cal» P#:;0% 2 
led the Moral Law, was opely bindirg to the leivs, not to the 
Gentiles unlels as they became Proſelytes, and imbraced the 
lewiſh Rcligicn, theſe Argurrents corfirmir. 


A Law is always bindipg unto theſe ro whom it is promul- 4» gam.:. 


eated and made known, not to others : Now the Law of 

Moſer was promulgated tothe Jews or ſeed of Abrabam ac- 

cotCing to thefleſh, not to the Awvoriter, Canaanites, Perſi= 

@1n1,or other Nations, whoneither knew Moſes, nor belie- 

vedin, or worſhipped the God of the Hebrews. Forhelayth, 

You onely have 1 known of all che Nations of the earth ; there- 195 3 2. 
fore ] will pwniſh you for all your intquityes ; and cherefore [er e19 25, 

the Prezher prays, that God wou'd pow owt his fury wpow , ou he 
the When that kyew him not ; and he ſuffered al' Nations to 
walk intheir own ways | for, he did not deal ſo withother Na. 
11027, neither had the Heathen kuowleds of his Lar, There- 
fore was the Law obligatory to the /ewstowhom itwas gi. 
ven,not to che other Heathen Nations, that peither knew 
the Law ror the Law-glver. 

Thzt Law by whicham..ni- to be judged is obligatory and 
binding.unto him ; but the Ge»t:/e1 were robe judged by the 
internal Law in their own conſciences, not by the exterra! 
apdwrittep | aw of Mcſes: Therefore it was that Law, nct 
the other, that was cbligatory and binuing untorhem, This 
appears clearly in that of the Apoſtle; For as many as have & + - 5+ 
finned without Law, ſhall «lſs periſh without Law « and as ma+ :-. 

»y 45 have ſinned 1z the Law ſhall be judged by the Law, For 
when ive Gentiles which have nat the Law, do by xacurethe 


C chings 


A 841 2, 


ALS) 


[8] 
chrgt tains dis tho L aw, if ef. hawvirt wat the 7. eW, AYE 4 | 
aw tother[{olniet, fe. 

Wh-rebyi: {1/-ar, that the Law wh tie Genter had 
rt or woichiiva no: bining unto chem (wich mu # need! 
be the ſenicor tio words) wasthe Law Moralot Moſes, 
and therefore rhey were a Law unto themielves, and were 
1u*ced by the work of the T ay written in theirhearcs, 

re praftice of the {Aroties in not declaring the whole 
| Ree cſs cal Decalogn? rote hindirig to rhe Gentiles that Wee 

conver::d to the Faith, but onely eazoyninga brane!1 thereof, 
6th manitel} ot 15:ruth as the Texriyitnfleth; For ir ſcemed 
$ord r:4he lol Gro Fandto 14, te lay won you n0 preater bur. 
dey then theſe neceſſary things: and there as 2 neceſlary thing | 
he enjo\ns,avoidirg of Fornication, which is a branch of the 
Morz! Law; now if the whole had been obligatory by Divine. 
Right (as is the Moral Lay toallchat areunder it)chey con!d 
not, nor would have bur enjoyned a part, and have laſpended 
or omitted thereſt, | 
I: isundenyably true; that men are tobe convirced by, and 
from thoſe Principles chat they allow, and not from thoſe 
they allow not: Therefore if the Gentiles had been under 
the Law of 1oſer,or ought by divine Right to have been un: 
cer it, Paw and rhe other Apoſtles that preached *nttem 
would have laboured roconvincethem from rho'e Pep 'ples, 
3nd haveurgedagain(t them the teftimony of tte Lav, and 
the Prophets, as they did againſt the /ews; or have preſſed 
upon them the receiving and ob2ying of the Law of 172/-4.; 
but in their praiſe there is found no ſuch thing, but otters 
wii; for when Pa«! tame co Athent amonet rhe Erhnick 
Philoſophers, he to!d them not of the Law of Moſes, bur 

Aryan 4. took an occaGon [rom that inſcription, #1!e ar nxkoown God, 

Atits 7.32 23, 10 preach Jeſus Chrift unto them, and to reveal uno them, 

34,%. him wicmthey kn:w her. 

Vebiio? 2. This Law Mof'cs] os Moral, was ever given intentional. 
ſy of God, that ary ({hovld be juſtified ormade righteons by 
it : but that fin and wrath mizht he revealed all mouths Nept,: 

* ;nJail men madetiicreby guilty before God. Which is clear 
{,om patic Gicunds, | 
| De. 


: 


[9] 
Recate of impotency and moo: bit y by reaion Of the ,trrumy. x? 

eorrnpcion of nature, 1tcovld not make any righteous : For R 40:62} 

1 th.:r which the 1 aw col {net ds by veal on a rpemfirmny ofthe 
fit 1 - Cod fending [15 own Soy "u- thel we, fs of (urfal [7 View 64:4 
Or in condemned fin in the fl {3; ADC if there rzad a Law beey 

X omen that roild have g1:en life, yerily r17nteouſneſs [how'd 

ave been bythe Law, 

God, lonz befcre the Law was given, had decreed and e- 
-!1a"ed ro jufike man by faith, and therefore che Law could 
20: cianru! the decree and promile of God mate betore, 
2rd oc uldnotuſtifteany : The Law veing of ter the promiſe 
v,4deto Atranam four handred «ng thirty years, con'd r0t dif- © 
a1nlit or make tt of noneefft [3 

The Law ir its tra and proper en juſlifies not, but con. EE, 
3etrwns reveal wrath,and diicovers lin, For we know that what ,. 
liner fecuer the Law ſanh, tſanthtothim who are anger the |, .. + 


' «aw, that every month may be flojped, andailthe world may 


lr 7 108, 24 


=y 


ecom guilty before God, Therefore by the areas of the Law 
ere ſhall no fleſh be juſlified in his fight : for by the Law is 
th: knowledg of fin ; andit 1s the Law that worketh wrath, *. 
For the Lay beinrg Þiritual doth condemn whatſoever is cat- 1 -, 
na! ard rot of its ownnature, chatthereby /# right become 
cxcecding /ivfnll, And it is this 27 ſes that our Saviour told 
the [ews Cid acenſe them ro the Faiber, though hey truſted 
.n him | | 

Though the Law Moral was,andis a Minifiry of condem Ns 
nition to thoſe that wereor areunderir, and to 1s glorious: , IT 
yct i5 there a Minifiry of condempation cf greater gloty, 
which is the Cofpel; by which men under a Goſpel iipen/a« 
tion a:e convincedot higher things than the i aw coulda con- 
4:4 them of, Which appeareth thn ; 

The Law only condemned mien for not doing whatſoever fr pom | 
25S Wiittenin it, and 011) not condemn them tor not belege OT 
virgo in leſus C.hbrift, for theL-wisrpt:f/anth, And therefore | 
was thereneedof a greater andcleater lig/itto make manite!? 
that infidelity was (:vſull 2nd Caminable , and foe fee Put 
:envirced not only by the Miniliry of the Liv as he con. 
telleth, laying, / was ave without the Liw once ; but when , 


SA [, t2' 


Ih efeifo 


= br 44, » 
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WEE 
PIT | o&s (ommandement came, in revived, and [died : but alic by 
the Spirit of Chrift in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; Savl, Seu! 
why perſecute# thou me ? And heſaid, who artthou Lord? 
Avd he anſwered, | am leſusr whom thauperſecure?? ; wherein 
it js manife:+ he was convinced of his infidelity and com'ty 
a2ainft Chrift, 

The Go'pel therere being that tru and pure light char 
convince; men that not belziving in the Lord Teſus is tinfu!! 
anJ da:naable, which nolight preceding did or could eſteR, 
mu i needs h2more glorious than all other lights that wenr 
hn 1, before't ; Forthis is the con 'emnecion, that ligh: tr come into 
19,30,:f, Fe world 1:d men/ove darkn(i rather than light becauſe i berry 
d:' {tr «rc evil; and therefore, the Facher judgeth no man,but 
: Thcl.1.8 hath gives all 1#dgment 1#:0 the Son : and he coms in flaming 

fer to render wv 1geance to all thoſe that know no: God, and 
obey no: the Goſpel of Salnaciow, So that men are condemned 
under tne Goſpel tor no: beleiving, as well as under the: Law 
for notdoing ; and necein appeareth the Miniſtry ofthe Goſs 
pel more glutions chen that of Moſes, | 
Po/icion 5 Thatroatia Beleiver the Spirit of Chriſt is his Ruler ang 
Conductor, and the Go'pel is interpreted by that Spirit his 
Rule and Guide ; andno Law beſides wiatſoever ; which is 
evident from theſe grounds. 
Argum. 1 Becauſe, if he be (hriſts, he is led by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
Rom 8,9,14 end ifamin bave not the Spiri: of Chriſt be it none of his ; 
1 lokntu7, avditysr this avoyuting that teacherh a Beliewer all thing/ and 
193 leads him into all trmth, and be nerdeth notth«t any man ſhomld 
EO hag , trach bio, for be is tawght ef God : And this is that Spirit ehes 
| | fearchith allthingr, yea eventhe deey things bf God, whiche - 
very Beleiver receiveth in ſome mealure ( a»d 1:9t she Spirirof 
the world) that he may know the things thet are freely yi- en 89 
hi of God. Sothat this Spirit both Each out, and teach- 
erh thoſe deep things that no Law could ever dlicover or 
fAnde or. | 
And it isa*clear that the Goſpel is his Rule, wherein his 
po: boon © wayis perſe&ly painted cnt: The juC ſoil live by Faith, and 
21. withows faith it i impoſſible topleaſe God; and whatſerver 55 
| notof Faith i; fin ; andehe life that a Belieyer now /iver i: 
*t [ 


LY Ium. 2, 


otn C28 


( 17] 
{y ti e faith of the Sox of God, wholotedhim,ard gave bim- © UI 1, 
[elf for him, Th refore faith being the way be (hr uld walk cal 7 
in, and the Rule he ſhould go by, it is meni'eli the Law is nor 
his Rule, beczule pot of Faith. 

That which teacheth a Believer to dery all ung-dly lu*s, Areuy.3. 
and not to be conformable to this preſent evil world, bur ro 
be perfelt 48 bus beaventy Father ws per fel? ang hol) a5 he 5 bee 1,\1:c 1,75, 
'y, and to ſerve hrmsin holixeſs and righteouſneſs without fear MattiiÞf 47. 
«1 the dayref be life :that ſameis his Ruleand his Guide: bur 
it »clear, that the Goſpel and Grace of God re-cheth t' ele 

things, and therefore they are his Role and Guide \ for the 

Scripture ſayth, Let every emerbat nawath the Name of Chrift, > Tun x», 
depart from mmiqnity; forthe grace of God that brivgeth /alvas +! 0,124 
tiex unto ail men, bath ajpeared, teaching ws to deny wngodly 
in/is, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly. ard god'y inthis preſent 
world: and therefore 18 the grace of 'G! Fi in be Goſpel that 
ceachctch theſe things, the Rule and Guide® of a Chiittian, 

I hat whichdiſcovererh roa Believer the truitsof che fleſh, 4yg um... 
ard likewiſeof the Spirit,1s his Rule and Guide; but the Go- | 
ſpel ceacheth this ciearly, ancnot the Layy ; as lay. hthe Apo» | 
tle, brow the w:rks of the fleſh are marifeſt, whicharetheſe; G 1. +, 
adultery ſornicetion ,wxcltanneſi, laſciviouſneſs 1do'atry, witch. ,* x. | 
craft, hatred, variance, emulation! wrath, frife, ſeditions, he- 
refer, envi gt, murders, drunkenreſi, and ſuch like. But the 
fruits of the Spirs; ave l:ve.joy, pace, long-ſuffering gentle » 
neſt, poednrſt fauh, meekneſs, temperance ; againſt ſuc) there 
u noLan, 

Tli:at which d. covereth that tobe finand finfull which the 
Law didncr,is th: Ruleand Guide of a Believer bur tne Go- 
ſpel teacherh that infidelity 1s fn. and that he which belteverh 
6, is cendemaned already ; and ihisthe Law neither did nor 
could do ; and therefore the Golpel, not the Law, is the Be- 
lievers Rule ard Guide, /nJ further, that which c1'ceveret?2 
tzole rhings which the Law did ard others,higFerand deeper, 
ische Rule of a Belierer, 8nJ this 3s rhe Gofpel,nor cle | aww; 
ſor it fayth, Te bave bexrd that it gas ſayd by rhemef old tive, , . 
thow ſhalt not commit aaultery 3 but | ſay unto you that whus 5 , Is 
aever looketh on a womanto Inf ef cer Lergerb committed adul [x41 
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f 3-47 a 
i Cam, a 


CAS 
te+) w/-h her already in his text, Ani ly the Copel, f& 
{ $1147 ve aartte 4 ov 137 reght enceb |he [Pat '{curnthe otb-r alſs;; 
Y an not o0e:Y a1 rhe Law fay 'g {1216 nur metro lbours butailg 
OY LHOMITC, 4n3to vieſs them nat cn fe its iy [1101 15 a c:ea:en 
1 viitovery tlanever was mide by the Lai. 
A ( anſeFanyer, 
X eat Therefore toprezxch the Law of 79/-- ro any mer end 
# rhan co condemn, mnitelt wrath, reveal (1 andiharaell may 
3 becomegui'ty hejore God, 1: to urge [et for thar en! 1t was 
3 ne.er giv 154 Cod); for it Ivan was Cwayt a MiniAry of 
$i co:d. mnaiioo, rotof jifs, And tough thelena of it be ave. 
2 out9” 4 7w:icaxſcizeor, aSitns by te Spirit of love in Cher't 
E; -- Jeli$'u filied io b18 Saints, yer was it rotgiveu fortheric he 
Xt trac but forthe unrighterus ; from wilic) ſame hevieg ſwere 
# ved, have twrned #/iden ng wain janglings, deftrirg tobeteacyh- 
4 ersof the Law widerftintingneither woatihey ſiy, nor where + 
3 of they «ſirm; as moſt 05, making it a rule ot obſervation 
+ [rem the principles of fearand reward. 
4 CERES. Thentopreach theLayy Mora: by exhorting anddetorting 
4 CC OC. e; : 4-26 | ; : F 
| £220 !-galand literal performance of the things it require*, 
# : and toeleavirg ihe things it prohibits for fear of puniſhment 
1 o: ope of reward, itis nothing elle but io 9nthe cl2ay He Ont 
't FE [ideof the Car and Platter, and toleavelt within fuTrf pribery 
þ : s Py, exce/:; forts Low mak 25 nothins rerfect, ne:thcr conld 
4 it, orever dd give rower to perform what 18 required » fo 
! 71:7 tohting one by thetoralingof outward a'id 410 evits, 
; 211. con;omming to the things it requireth, tothe yb/orva 100 
taerect, 38 but to rake a Pref: {yes twofold 7,or2 ts Chilae of | 
$29.1 .t- rergiruenthye' befars, | | 
; Onrr7er', 
Tuenmiy.dothule 3t 02. them elves Mini ors of the 
OY. N.w/ein2;, notof the Letter but © ive 5 pars, reach the 
A 2.209 [2x to Be'ieyers aa Rule of obſervation, which i ſound ot 
4!tz be rnte den, not un'o life,! aud ty bravy burden n20n 
EE? S Fes j, 2,118 (as did the Uhariiees) wink they as vor naw 
1 DN ny (22 e:/ewithiing ical of cher Gnpery i Nay, Wy dothey la'! 
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Th "1! (0 lay A Jo OW! Cn {7 tb lehevers "4 "FF, WC 4; 6411 if ts. e? 
Wer ft Of foretath ri wereableto beat? 

Whether c ught the Goſpel 1@ he Ee co a+ theh Wn: 
eſt aod chiefe't Light tor d:'coverine the t:nininels of hh 
deilty Or not, lee) ng we now live Ces a C ſpCioc! oknia- 
£10N ? 

Whetherare Il holy andgod!y ations of Saree Cut yer of 
priviied-e:, azd dofiniy from an inward piin iple ©! Divine 
love, rather than ſ.om anexternal PIec: pt of iear,o:rewa d, 
Or net? 

Whether Faith, ReÞentance.and all other Grace: mention» 
edintheGoſpel (though in form of ſpeaking layd down as 
requibtedutyes) be not frec gifts andgraciousmercyes? And 
if they be free gifts and graces, why do men pre(s them 12» 
gally.and not held them out ſreely and Evangelically ? 

Whether do men that preſs Faith and Repentance zs con- 
Jitions or qualifications, build upon theprinciples of Ca/2n 


cr Arminim ? 


Of the calling, avd exabling off Aſtmiſiert 


AE 


* That Chrilt by his *picit maniteſteth the myticry of the P47 ron 7, 


FW. nvto luch as in his own purpole and decrec he bath fe- 
arzred ſor the Miniſtry, and ſends them forth inthe power 
:nd evidence of the ſa'1:e Spirit ; and all chat men have done 
in appointing ard fetiing up of a Minifry, is of man and 
not of Gnd: one'y tote ther have had experience of tl* 
lame truth, have ſomrime- ned to give their evicence, or 
wiinelstorhe truth in others, Which was nor their ca/ling, 
Fur 2 teftimeny from others that ch were already caliec, 
#rpdnohumanc power bath any legal right to turbid or hin- 
dr that ſuch may not ſpe akwhat Gd hith reV24'ed inthern, 


and untorhem. 
It!is plain that Gofd cwſeth Infiruments. and thiev no: 


lim; Te have ro; choſes me, but [ have choſen 1614 anGurg us 1, 


ed Jon, that yo» ſrowld fo, 4% briz? '0.19 frun, Andi: . 


hethat ſets them zpert icr the Mi iftty, ard n 1man, az: =e: 


Apt (ile wi nePeth) ; tutwheri te if aited, Wie lips ate 1 
pe From 1 methers won. Ate Ald wit br "Y LI aCripre- 
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: [14] 
= OY vea' his San ins me, thet I might preach him among the bea- 
P then, rmmediat'y { conferred not with fl:ſh and blowa ; Neuber 
G 11,1,1:,12- went / #3 to [ermnſalem to them that were Apoitles before me. 
No. he watan Apo/He, rot of man, nor by man, but by leſui 
| Chri/', nether was he tenght it b ut by the revelation of his Spie 
rit; 2i.d to are all thole that ate truly called of Sod ; tor - 
2 Cc:.3-7,% rhere 1s nothing bue Chill by his Spirit one'y that makech 
ren «5/e Afins;{err of the New / efi ament, not of the letter, 
butof the Spryit , for men as men, are not /affictent to think. 
any thinr of themſ. [ves , but their ſuſficiercy & if God, Por 
tC o:.! Loy 3 though cherebediverſuyernf gifts yer if & the ſam: [ps it $1.4t 
6,.1. give:t: em, andrhough there be arfferences of adminestraiuang, 
yet it 5 bus the {ame Lord that duthadminitter inthem ali; 
ard thovgh there be drver bry of operations, yet it is the ſums 
CG dtbat norketh all in all, and one Spirit that giveth our al! 
theſe a5 1t piealeth, 
Argum.s, And as hecalleth the, enablerhthem, and ſetterhthem 
apart, lo he onely ſendeth them to:th andthe authority they 
have is only from him,n 3c from man-For in the lame manner 
thathewas ſent (which was in the power of theFather,and por 
in nor from the power of man) ſo lent he them: and therefote 
layth, pray yeth.refore the Lordof the HarveFf, that he wontd 
ſend forth L ibourers into bis Viaeyard, It was not to pray 
Princes nor Maz1firats, Biſhops, nor Presbycers, Itinzrancs, 
nor Congregated Churches, to ſend forth Lab: wrers, but the 
Lord of the Harveſt onely, Unleſs we ſhould ta {]y imagine, 
that the Lord ot the Harveſt (that bath ordained ihe Wheat ts 
Aft UT; 50, be gathered into hs own Barn, 2nd 1s that dear loving and pro» 
Fr viden: Father that taketh care tor all his, nay though a mother 
TA 000) forget b:r chile, yetwill be not forget hs) ſhould rake ho 
4 careot .hetowing, planting, watering. nor increale 0: bis Spi- 
' Tir ual and Immorial leed, nor of the reaping of that Harveſt 
which was not purchaled with corraprible thin s as I [ver avd 


A Pet, I.1T,* 5. : | GI 
7 ' Gold, but with the precious bloxd of hu dar Son : bu- leave 1t 


to ignorant, carclets, or maltci: us tu;bandmen Ic 14 hethar 


. 15 the Begeiter an i Sower of this Spir tual Seed, the Planter, 


WA aterer, an Inciealerot it. For neither 55 be that planter? 
t Cor. An ot ing neither be that watereth as.y thing, but God that gr - 
v.thithei.criaje, And 


Ann they are ent forth by Him and his Spirit onely, (© 
4he-r avihotity and weepons arc ſþirs'w4, not cainzlorhu- 
pr, iney freokin tne power, evicence anddemonltration 


C15] 


of it e Sp1117,anv with authoruy, not lice Scribes and Phariſees, Noh 1.0. 


for te werpon of their wartare are not carnal, but mighty 
inſ,od: . hetr powet ariſsch rot from Con miſſions ani Li. 
cences piver or granced from Magitirats , Parliaments, 'or 
pur bers of perſon: proudly and Lecfer: like: filed Divines, 
frum Committees orcolledges Preibyteryes cr Academyes, 
por rom any ſvch, bur trom the 1 ord of Hoſts, the Godof 
Heavevand Earth, from Ieſus Chriſt the Iudg of quick ard 
dead, ans from tt at Spirit of his that/earcheth all things.yea 
even the deep thingrof Go4, The ltrepgth and might of cheic 
weapons is not Academick and Schola(tical Learning (the 
rotten rubbiſh of Erhnical and Babyloniſh ruines) nor Fa» 
thers, Modern Writers , Expoſ:tors, Commenta:ors, (the 
ayery bubbles that ignorance, corrupt culicm and humane 
Tradition hath blown up, and gilded over with the un{uitable 
ard Heterogeneous title of Orthodoxal Aut>curs) nor their 
wit, reaſon, nor colleRted notes (the rotten Crutci:es to ſups 
port lameneſs) no nor any of rhefe, or whaticever can arile 
trom the fleſh, but onely that Spirit of Truth, that /endrinto 
ak wth, | 

And as their Calling and power is onely from God, fo 
man hath no power :o obtru& or hinder it : for Petey and 
lshn\ayd unto the Councilof the lews, Wherber i! be rrght in 
the 'ight of God, to hear ken unto you more than ur ts God, ju; 
Je; for we carrot but [peak the things that we bave ſeen ana 
beard, 

It it be objeQed, that though it be tru that God called 
many of the ApoRtles by tis own power and Spirit onuly;yer 
that Calling was immediate and extraordinaly ; and atier- 
wards thoſe that were to call:d, did confiitute and ordain 
ethers 1h an ordirary way, by Impoſition or Exterhon of 
hands, as divers pl.ces of Sctipture doafſhim. For the car/: 
left Ithee in Crete. that thaw ſheuldeſ? ſet in orcer the thivgs 
that are waxting. and ordain Elders inevery Cry as | had «p- 
poi-tes thee, erindnegictt xot the gift that it in thee, which 
4 V8 


+» 


Argus. 4. 


2 
Acts 4+13,T0, 


Objeticr, 


Tit.!.g, 


Th} 166] 
TP; 414, WA piventhee by Prophicy, with the laying 01 of the hands of 
Poo ; the | No nr Sv 1 i608 had lay their hands on them, 
| and faſted, and prayed, they ſent chew away. And whey they 
ARIGIZ® þaderdained them Elders m every Church, and had prayed 
with Faſting they commended them to the Lord, on whons they 
beluned. 
tor thoſe dit nRions of Mediate and Immedute, Ordi= 
din2ry and Exrraotdin:ty, I finde no mention of them nor 
ound tor ihem in the Goſpel, and they are but the cunning 
4nd iahule levices of the Schools, and thetefore need no 
further anfeyer, than rc;eRion and denyal, untill they be 
made 2007 from a beiter ground than that fruitleſs and vain 
wiidem of man. And though in the calling of many of his 
Minitters in divers ages there were divers circumltances uſed 
at tliecalling of fone, that were varyed, or omitted at the 
caliing of others (which they have therefore made an E\- 
. fencial difference; not Knowing that Ctrcamſtancials do not 
abvlutely charge the nature of Eflencials) yet was it the 
ſame God that calied and ſep: them, and che ſame Spirir 
that enabled them, and ſpoke in them, as ſayth the Record of 
{{eb.i.1,tz Trath; God who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, [pake 
intimes pai wntothe Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken mute 6; his Sen, Somany of the Apoſtles were 
called by che External andaudible yoice of Chriſt in thefleſh; 
yet that verbal Call had ſignified little, if the, Spirit had not 
called them inwardly in their hearts; for hereinccnfifted their 
;, Calling that rothew it was given to wnder/tand the Myftery 
of the Kingdews, bat to ethers it was not given: And yet were 
mzby others as truly called as they, that never ſavy nor heard 
Chrilt ſpeak in thefleſh : And Paw being called, had a great 
light fhined, and 4 voice ſpate wato him, which thoſe that 
: 3.-,1,7, journeyed with him,could hear,chough they ſaw no war; and 
yet were T7 imothy, Tutu, Barnabas ,andorthers as truly called 
as he, in_ and by thepower of the lame Spirit, though n2t in 
the !ame manner, relating to circumſtances: and yer did, and 
doallthe Miniſters of Chriſt in all Ages ſpeak trom the ſame 
Principle, sn4 are ſent forth in the lame Power, and Spirit ; 
har Circumſtance makes8 nor ſubRancial Difference, ani 
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[ 17] 
{o that part ofthe ObjeRion is of no force : for the Truth 
faith, Knewing this firſt, that us Propheſie of the Scriptmrets 2 Pet.1.20, 227 
of any private inter pretacion, For the Propheſic came not in old EY 
::me by the will of man : but Holy menof God ſpake ar they ware 
woved bythe Holy Ghoſf : and ſodoall bis Minifters Gill ans 
tillcthe end of the World, ; 

Forihe Impoſicion of hands it is manifeſt, thatic was uſed eArgnw. 3; 
indivers caſes, asfirlt by our Saviour incuripg of Diſceales, -u*+ 5. 3+ 
andafter by the Apoſtlesin the like caſes: and likewiſe ppon Iarke 1:41, 
!ittle children brought nato him, on ak 

Andlaſtly by the Apoſtles and Presbyteries, inlaying on Mar Gs 

C r 1 | 2 : FE 
of thei: hands, wich Faſting and Prayer :| Burit is as manifeft r4, Ys 
chat by their 1:yiag on of Hands, Fallipg and Praying, gifts AQt.ry,3. 
of Grace yapiouare Were given, and choſe upon whom they AQ, 19,6; 
1aidtheir hands, and prayed with, did thereupon ſpeak with 
Toupgs, and Prophehe, and fo thereby received the Holy 

hoſt, and chis was thatgift rhat 7 1wothy was exhorted wot 
te nverleft, and this was it that Sim» Magn: wonld have ' Tim,4z14 
bought wich money. Now to imitate ay Ordinance, or prac- 
tiſe av Adminiſtracion withont the ſame Power, Spiric 
and Gifts.is but hypocritical, and vain : therefore unleſs tha 
they that pretendtoordain by Impoſicions of hands, had the 
ſame Power, or thereby could confer the ſame gitts, they 
onght not to praRtiſe the fame Adminiftracion, becau'e with 
our the pr. ſence of the ſame Power, and operacion of the 
ame Gitts wherein the Efſence of ic food, it cannor be ſayd 
cobean Ord emis - Fur bat a Tradicion of n:en 

Again the falling of the Holy Ghoſt, andthe manifeſt k 
of A. vihble Power, or Power viſibly, by Prophecying, _ SEN 
ſpeaking with Tounges ; was not ( as hath been commonly 
miſtaken) apeculiar Ordinance for ſetting men apart for the 
Minifiry ; but was commonly uled to Converts, as Con- 
verts, andtelongedto Beleivers as they wereſuch.. Which 
15 undeniably manifeſt ; For whes Philip came ts Samaria, AR, 2, 
and had preached the Goſpel many therebeleived,add were baps 14,15,16 
tiz.eg, both men and women: And Peter and lotn were [+4 is 
-dewn unto them, who prayed for them, that they PIht rece:g; 


the Hely G hoſt (for as yet he was fallen non none 5 (hers © 011 


18] 
is they were baptized inthe Name of the Lord eſis.) Thee 
layd they thiir hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Gho;/?: and theſe were both men and women, and uot all 
Miniters,unleſsevery Believer be cne, 

Andagain, when Payl came to Epheſw, he found there 
certain Diſciples chat had been baptized with the Baptiſna 
of 1:hu, but had vor heard whether there were any Holy 
GhePt or net, and theſe he baptized again inthe Name of the 
"4 Lord leſs, And when he had layd hu bands upon them, the 

Holy 5 boft came 0%, hem andihey (pake with tongues ant pro- 

pheficd, Ard eb theſe were about twelve, But it 1s not ap- 

pazent that this was done for Ordaining themfor the Mint- 

fry, but as they were believers, unle(s where the Scripture is 

filent, we muRt give it x tongue to ſpeak out what we fanſie, 

and ſnppole. And therctore I emothews /{irring wp the gifs 

that he received by Pars han, and the hands of the El- 

2 T.m,1.6,7. derſhip, was bn: that gitt of the Holy Gcſt whieh hereceived 
25 a Convert, rot as a Minifter, unlets (as I ayd) all Be- 

liever> be Mi6:fHers, as in ſomedegree cheyare in iruth and 

verity. tor t3od hath not given hits the ſpryit of fear, but of 

power, of {ox*, ard of a ſound minde, Andindeed there are 

ewo thing sconcerving this very obſervable, 1. That the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt ofren tell vpon thoſe that were converted, while 

the Word wai in ſpesking ; ſfomtimes befoic .licy were bap« 

tized with water, and {omctimes before praying with them, 

or laying on of hands; and yet theſe they uſual'y baptized 

AT 2.4, with warer afterwards ; as is manifeſt : that at Pentecoſt rbey 
were «ll filled with the Holy Ghoſt, andſpoke with oth-r tongues, 

A'i310.49, whe Spirit gave thy mtterance, And while Peter yer ſpake 
the/: word: the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the 

A812, #ord. 3 Thoſe vpOn whom che Hoiy Ghoſt was thus filn,we 
Fee 23 fn!e har they did baptize them, but nog lay ti-eir band; on 
FEA them ; but thoſe that had been b.p..zed, anin>: received this 
£.-, * ©* * eitr,upon :uch they cut their hand+,thatihey miyhe receive irs 
By which it 1s clear'y manifeſt, that. impotirion of hands was 

uſed co many that were baptized, wiv nad no received the 

eitc, and lo was common to Believers, as B<licvers, ar Perer 

wi neileth, aying, 1s / began to ſpear the Holy Ghoſt fellon 
| thews 
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them, 44 01 ta at the beginning, Then remembred [ the word an. i; 166 

of the Lord, kow that he ſayd, lohn indeea bartized with was 1-,  * 

ter ; F ut yeſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghe/?. Furaſainch 

then as God gave them the like gift 5 he did wito , ho be- 

lievedenthe Lord Jeſmi Chrift ; What was [that | could with- 

ſrand God ? So that heer it is clear, that this git (and iothe 

Type or Ordinance of Impoſtion of kar ds) c1d belorg to as. 

many as believedon the Lord IeſusChiiſt, 2nd to was not pe- 

culiar co the Miniſtry one!y, | 

Andas rothar Scripture, As 13.wl.creicis ayd, ard when Argum.q. 

they bad /afted, 6nd prayed, and layd their hand! on them,they 

ſem them away v.7,and lo urge that this Impoſitionot hands 

was tberuicd tor the ſetting of Barnabas and Sax! apart fer 

che Mipiſtry, and ſo wastheic Calling or Ordivation thereac- 

to. F+ 'tismaniteli that theſe men werecalled before,and did 

excici'ett.e Miniſtry before; and therefore inthe ſameplace 

they are called Prophets, apd Teachers, ae-g7w X% Sidtioxen 

x: ; Which they eculd not truly have been fayd © be, unleſs 

they had beep beforecalled, and ordained of God. 2. When 

the Holy Ghoſt deſired to have them ſeparated, they were A&r9.27,25. 

ther. inifirirg untothe Lord, and faGing : ſo that they were 

calicd if, ard excreitedin the work before this their icpara- 

tirg ; Þr Pam; preached pretently after his Converſion, at 

Damaſeus, and ai0 at /ersſalews ; and ic was three yeat$ af. Gal ;.1f,zt, 

ter his Conveikien belore he came thicher; fo that this lay. *3: 

ing on of hands was nct (a 13 commonly alieadged) his Cal- 

ling or ſetting #parctotte Miniſtry,” 3, This {ep:rating or 

ſendirg for:be.f Saml and Barnabas, was tor the acc: mpiiſhe 

ive of that work whereunto he had already cal;edthem; and 

ſoto imp'oy them 1n ſeveral p'aces or Counrreys: And when 

they were to take this jonrney, the re!r of the | rethrep did 

fa'! andpriy with them, andlayd their h:nds onthem, that 

the Lord might irergiten them, and proſper them inthe 

work. Which thing ought:obe de ne and is uſually practiled 

by Saints, when God {c _ any Miviſter to other places 

or Regions to preach his Word, 

| And alio as to that Serifture aleadgedin 47s FL 3 | 0p RE; 
d Whicic the words are Np p37 5! vieurres of avics F640 bur tprys ? Fe IIget 

3 Ocuns 7, 


[ 10 |] 
 wumn, irhs per (y Fragia creafſent Preibyteros : andwhen 
Fn befor dard 49 Eur Where lay tome is underfiood 
Orginacion, and (erting apartco the Miniſtry : Ochers, the 
caooting of Minitiers tor particular places, by conſent ofthe 
reople in extepcingihehand, 1. The Apoſtles no where 
; Cor.3.5,s mencion any power or #kill that chey had tocall,or wake wer 
«ble Miniſterrof the New Teffament butdo witne(s, rhatit 
13 God that makes them,and others ſo,and he only ſends thew 
into hit Vis:yard, and notmen: and therefore the Apoliles 
Mar 9.3?k. Praiſe carnot be underſtood to contradict their evidence 
In reaching ; and therefore this cannot be underſtood of Or- 
daining and Calling mento the Minittry ; but of appoync- 
ivg men toparticular places, for order and convenieney ſake 
that were already calledand ordained of God, 2. Paylot- 
rentimes gives out his witnelle, and commendacion of parti- 
cularmen, teſtifying that God had gifted, called, and made 
them fairhful for that work of the Miniſtry,and fo ſends them 
Row.56-21- to divers places to abide as a0 poneai : So hedoh of 7:mo- 
thy, Titur, and many others : Now if Timothens cowe, ſee - 
Ct Rs TA be way be ras 4 You withewt fear : for be worketh Jre 
| Coc.$,23, Wwrkof the Lord,, at [alſs do, Whether any doenquire of Ti- 
rus, b- 51 wy partner and fellow helper concerning you ; or our 
Fpneſ.6.111 Brethren they are the Meſſengerrof the C hurches and the ple- 
ry of Chriſt, And fo be gives his witneſs ef Tychicss that he 
Cul.44", i1a beloved Brother, ani afaithful Minifter in the Lord : 20d 
he tefttfies that he ſexe Timorheus to the Theſla'onians as « 
, Thel. 3.2. Minter of God, and 4 fellow: labowrer 5” the Goſpel, ts efla- 
bliſh thems, and comfort them concerning their faith, So thar 
what was done of the Apoſtles, Prexbyteries,or Churc':es was 
bur only a giving forrh of their witneſs in behalf of ſuch as. 
God hadealled, thatby their ceftimony athers might more 
wiliingly receive them: and their Doctrin, 3. When Time. 
ry was I-tt at Epheſms, and Ti;asin Creet to let things in or- 
der, andon:dain Floers in particuiar places, this was bur to 
to appoinc ſuch as od bad alreagy@called and vified to re. 
' main at 'uch pair calarplaces, and ro give their Tetimopy 
' and witnet that they were ſocalled ; which eicher they did | 
by extending of the hand, when divers fo cal'ed and 


gifted 


E913 
pifred were preſent or nominated;orel:e that divers beingpro- 
poled, the believers of that Church did by ex:ending the hand, 
manifeſt which of them they deſired to be over them inthe 
Lord: and then theſe they confirmed in thoſe places, and 
prayed that God might proſper them in that work, Tofeed Ac; :c.:5, 
po NY Chriſt, which he bath purchaſed with his own blend: 
and theſeare the Paſtors chat ſhould feed the flick, not for fil- 
thy lucre, but of a ready winde: and not as being Lordt over the * FOLyBds 
heritages, Not but thar they are called before this, and«his | 
but a witnels from others thatthey are localled. 
If it were in the power of Magiſtrats, Academyes, Preſ- Argum.6. 
. byteryes,orChurches to ſendforchMinifters,then this weuld 
be a continual, and Rianding power'to propagate this Tribe, 
by a way of carnal generation, as that of the Levites, who 
werebornPricfts, or to the right of the Priefthood : and fo 
no age or generation need be without, as hath been and is 
practiced in the Kingdom of Baby/en to this day, who all 
aim it by Succeſſion, anda carnal way of propagation ; |Bi- 
Chops fre m the Pope, Presbyters from them, and the Inde- 
waa (act andbaptized Churches from the Presbyters: ſo that 
eer would be a perpetual Miniſtry ſer upby man, whether 
ever God (ent any or not. When the myſtery of his Trath Col.1.26. 
hath 6: hidden from ages and generations, and it enely manis 
feſt tothe Saints according to the times and ſeaſons that the gs ni 
Fat: er hath pat in his own power, And lo all along the time of 
the Apoliaſie theſe Locnſts have ſwarmed on! of the bottomleſt ,_,., >. 
pit and covered the face of the Earth to devour the Fruits there- £ 
0, (and would continne fo till) rhough the Father of lighr 


ne ver ſent them, but the Prince of darkneſs. 


X Conſeitaryes, 
Then for a State or Commeon»wealth to ſet up, and 2p- (onſet. 
point a Naticnal Mintfiry, from any judgment of men, Mi- 
nifers, or Churches: 1s. to take unto themſelves the power, 
wiſdom, and right of the Almighty, andto ſer thernielves in 
his Throne, and fo to be like the Scribes and Paarifeer, ,;.._.. 
tbiever and robbers, fiealing, and attributing that henout un» 6,0, 


to themleves, which i1sdue to the Lordof the Harveſt, who 
Oy 


02S}: 1 

onely ſende:n Labourer: mnta his Vineyard, This is but to let 
up a c-reai [mage O! a Miniiry, a Picture wichout lie, 'a 
huik and heil withouttheinel, a Form withont lifc, an 


Miniſiry, Far every Plum that he planteth not 1ſt be roots d 
out; and he that gatheveth =-t with h: 8 is pi abroad, 
Paimzl>, Bewiſenowthereſore, O ye Kinre, be wfirufted ye Judges of 
$409 the Earth. Serve the Lord wi © fear, rejoyce with trembling. 
Ki the Son, leſt he be ar:gry\ and ye perth from the way, when 
his wrath it kinl/ed but @ litle; Bleſſed are all they that put 

' their trait 1« him, 1A 
"Then thoſe that have extred into the Sh:ep-fold not by the 
Conſett.2. deer , but climbe dup ſome is! wy, the ſame arethieves and 
rebberrt;, and theSheeo nettber know, nor hear their voce, nor 
follow tkems : Aud he that cannot evicence his Calling tobe 
immeciatly from and by the Spirit of Criſt, both by che 
witnels of the ſame Spirit in his own Breaft, rhe power, and 
"4 authority of the ipeakings of Gpdip him, and by the Seal of 
his Miaiſtry, the Converſion, and Confirmation of Sonls ; 
is no-hing elſe but a «href and a robber, a deceiver, and an 
bieriong, 3£7 never was ſent of God, but came of him(elf,and 

had no mitfion| but ftom the Devil, and Man. 

CorſeS.>; Then are ai; ! icence and Commiſſions from men ro au- 
: -*  thorizeothers 1: preach and reach, Yaln, corrupt, and abomi- 
nable ar:d mrn\ that pretend roderive their power from theſe, 
areno e's than Minitiers of Siran, and fier bran.is of H-11, 
and by thorr (rairs ye may krow them: Theſe preacn Wa and 
B:oud, S$- 1: and Debate, Carnal! chings not Spi itu3!, earche 
Jy n-t heaveri'y andlove the wages|of #nrightes=ſneſt. and 
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Ati 5.38 let m-nrabs heed oft they br fownd Fighters agar ft God and 


| 7 learehis Caulſero himielf, for what he jets up wu | Hand : 
(eek: | And if ay thing benot of him, it will fallof it {&!t; for chat 
which 13 crookea cannot be made ſtraight, 


z Overyer, 
Qxrry 1, I deſire to know from whence the National Minifters have 
| their 


4 
*w©4w , 


pow2r, nay. DOle's ihana Sabyionsh, Heiliſh, and Sararical 
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(23) 
their Calling,or Ordination? If from Man, who gave him 
chat Power,anZ wh:rein coaſiſts ir? If from God,when,and 
how did they receive it, and whercin ſtands the Power of it? 
Are not they Theeves and Robbers, thar ſteal and robb 
Chriſt of his honor? And do not theſe ſo, when they hold 
that being bred in an Academy,and furniſhd with ſuch Arcs 
and L:arning as are taught taere, and to be Ordzined by 
Biſhops, Presbycers,or Churches,is the true Calling, and Oc- 
dination of Miniſters > Ifthis be not to rob God of his Ho- 
nor, whatisitthen? 

Do theſe that call themſelves the Miniſters of che Nation, 
ſeek Authority, Counſel,Countenance, and Protetion from 
God only, ( that ſends forth trie Miniſters, and bids them 
not be afraid of thoſe that can kill rhe body, and can do yo more; 


Query 2. 


Query 3: 


bur of him that can throw beth body and ſoul into hell fire) or | 


from Men and Magiſtrates ? 
Why do chefe men if they be ordained of God , and ſent 


out in the Power of his Spirit, perſecute,condemn,and ſcan- 
dalize ethers for witneſsing that there is no other' Calling 
but what inthe power of that Spirit ? when it 1s certain, 
T hat no man ſpeaking by theSpirit of God,calleth Jeſs accnr- 


Of the wages and maintenaiee of Minifters. 


That the Miniſters of the Goſpel have allotted and allow- 
ed them a maintenance by the Goſpel Order, is evident. 

Becaufe, The Labourer i Worthy of his hire,and the Lord 
hath ordained that they which Preach the Goſpel ſhould Live of 
the Goſpel: And he that is taught in hi Word, ſhould commu- 
nicate ro him that teacheth in all good things,Gal.6.6. 

But it is as evident that this maintenance ariſeth not from 
Tythes and Oblations, as to the Levites under the Jewiſh 
Miniſtry : Nor by the power of a compulſory Law made by 
a Commonwealth, or Nationall Power, in giving or ſetling 
a National Maintenance :. But from the free Gift and Con- 
tribution of thoſe individuall perſons wrought upon by that 
mans Miniſtry,to whom they are to communicate their tem- 
poral things, and the proportion ſuch, as God ſhall move 
their ſpirits co beſtow. E Be- 


1 Cor.12.3, 


Poſition 1. 


«Argum Ic 


c Cor.9. 6,1,3 
94,14» 


Poſition 2, 
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Becauſe the Jewiſh Miniſtery is now fulfilled, and ended, 
which was but the pattern of the Spiritua],and now we Pave 
no other High Prieſt but Chriſt; and all his people b&28 


members of his myſticall Body, ana ſtones in hu ſpirie#all 


Building, do not pay Tithes in him who received them of A- 
drabam, 5» wheſe loyns (according to the fleſh) Aaron aud h1s 
ſens were: And therefore the Prieſthood being changed, there 
maae of neceſſity a change alſo of the Law. 

Secondly, our Saviours command to his Diſciples when he 
ſent them into the World , was not that they ſhould have 
Lands and Livings, Lordſhips and Dominion , Tythes and 
Augmentations,but only food and rayment, and therewithall 
they were to be content. And they were to provide weither gold 
nor filver, nor braſs in their purſes, nor ſcrip for their journey, 
neither tWwo coats, netthcy ſhoves, nor yet ſtqves ( for the Work: 
man 1s worthy of his meat , ſo that they were to bargain or 
contra for none, but only to receiv that thankfully of choſe 
whoſe hearts God ftirred up to give it freely. 

Thirdly, when our Saviour was aſcended, and the Spiric 
was deſcended upon the Apoſtles and other Believers, they 
did not force nor compel thoſe that were converted to piye 
them ſo much or ſo much out of their eſtates, but thoſe that 
freely weuld ſo/d them, and laid the money down at their feet, 


* & then diſtribution was maae according 45 every man had needs 


and while their goods were unſold, or not brought into the 
common purſ,they might every one have don WirPrheir own 
45 they liſted,as the Apoſtle told Ananizs and Sapbira;lo that 
they witneſfed that they had no other-warant to receive wa- 
ges by, but only what was freely given unto them. 

Fourthly, this Rule was not ſo ſtrict neither that a Mini- 
ſter of neceſſicy muſt recetve it , or elſe offend againſt the 
Rule ; bur it was fo indifferent that Pax/ did refuſe it in 
the coaſts of Achbaia,and ſaid,that none hould rob him ef that 
boaſting inthoſe quarters, and adds the Reaſons why he did 
ſo, which was or that it Was not laWfull for him to have tq- 
ken what they freely offered (as it ſeems he did in ſome other 
places) bat chat he might cat off occaſion from thoſe Which de-. 
ſired occaſion, that wherein they gloried, they might be feund 
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d, | even4s he; and that he might make the Goſpel of Chrift with- 1 Cor.g 15,16 
FE ont charge : for the neceſſity of preaching it was laia upon him, *\»\ 8. 
B | (as it is upon allthoſe that are truly ſent) and cherefore 
i | whether he received any thing or nothing, a wo belonged 
\- ' unto him #f he did wot preach the Goſpel. 
W If it be obje&ed, That in thoſe days the Magiſtrates were 0bjett. 1. 
i*7 Heathen, and ſo took no care for thoſe that were Chriſtians; 
et now in our Nation the Magiſtrates are Chriſtians, and 
therefore ought, and may make a law and appoint wages 


c and maintenance for their Miniſters, 
d |} I anſwer,if ſuppoſitions were Apodidtical proofs,then ma- $,1,,.,, 
; | _. ny would makeready concluſions, and the way to know. 4,,,. . 
A ledge would be very facile : for it is eaſe to ſuppoſe that all © 
the Magiſtrates ina Commonwealth, inferior and ſuperior, 
are all Chriſtians, nay the whole body of the Nation it ſelf, 
becauſe they have a national worſhip, and are all promiſcu- 
ouſly called by that glorious name : but there is a vaſt diffe- 
rence berwixt names & things being ſo, and being called (o ; 
It is one thing to ſuppoſe, and another to prove, and bur 
/ weak from the denotation to argue to the thing, as though 
| 27adas might truly be concluded one of the true Diſciples of 
Chriſt, becauſ he is called oe of rhe twelve,No,external forms 
do not demonſtratively prove the verity of internal princi- 
 } ples: Forhe is not a few that #s one outwardly , neither « that 
| | Circamciſien that #4 outward in the fleſh;but he ts a Jew that ts 
' one inwardly,and circumciſion i that of the heart in the ſpirit, 
. and not inthe letter, whoſe praiſe 1s not of men, but of God. 
Therfore when the ſuppoſition is proved, then it may be an» 
ſwered, in the mean time ex ſuppoſitis ſuppoſptio,ſequitar. 
Again, if ſome of the Magieates were truly Chriſtians, 4rgam. 2, 
yet Chriſts kingdom being not of this world, but a Spirituall JÞh.18.36. 
one,they ought not to intermeddle with carnal conſtitutions 
in bis ſpiricual things, which he makes good by his own Spi- 
_ rit, Wiſdom and Providence, and not by the counſel er w:/- 
dow of the Princes of this world, which comes to nought ; and 
his ſervants are to wait upon him by a ſimple believing , and 
0 Walk by faith,ana nor by ſight. Moreover, if they were Be. Mat'''-5 33. 
!ievers, they might every one of them in his ſingle condition *©5 7) 
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oive to him that taught him what proportion of his own 
good things he had an heart to beſtow, but not to ſet down 


a law to judge over the conſcience of his brother, becauſe 
theſe things ought to be done out of a principle of love, 
and not from the law of au externall command. 

If they were all Chriſtians, it was never yer that I could 
ſee proved,that they had power to ſettle a maintenance for 
the Miniſtery of the Goſpel; and the contrary ro me ap- 
pears an undeniable truth,and that from theſe grounds, 

1. Becauſe the Rule of Chrift;and the praRtice of his A- 
poſtles were onlv for a free &voluntary contribution from 
the free-will offering of thoſe whoſe ſpirits were wrought 
upon by that particular Miniſtery to which they ſhould 
contribute:now for Chriſtians to pretend to have power to 
make a law for the maintenance of his Miniſtry,and the 
good of his cauſe, and walk contrary to the Rule of Chriſt 
himſelfe,to me ſeems ſtrange that it ſhould be accounted 
lawtull, 

2. There is no Magiſtrate bath any power to make a law 
of thoſe things he perfealy- underſtands not;for how can a 
right judgment be given where the intelle&tis not clearly 
formed ? Now it no where appears that the Magiſtrates 
have the fpirit of diſcerning to know the Miniſters of 
Chriſt infallibly from the miniſters of Saras ; & therefore 
mighe as ſoon maintain & advantage the one as the other. 

3. As was faid before,it crofſeth the way of providen- 
tiail confidence, and fimple believing and waiting upon 
God, and fo cannot be lawfull for them to do. 

; Confettaries. 

Therfore for a Magiſtracy by a compulfory law to ſettle a 
maintenance for a National Miniſtery by Tiches, Augmen- 
cations, Orin any other way,is to act againſt the ordinance 
of Chriſt,and to make the Commandements of God of none ef- 
felt by rhe traditions of men, And therfore they ſhould learn 
to give wnto Ceſar the things that are Caeſars, ana to Ged the 
things that are Coa:. | 

Then for M:nifters to be bred at the Academies, and ger 
Orders, Licences,or Seals from human authority, thereby 

[9 
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to get fat Bznefices and rich Livings,is to make the Miniſtcy 
a meer Trade,and to go contrary to the command of Chyr:/, 
and the practice of the Apoſtles, To make bargains with che 
people to have ſo much,and ſo mach, for exerciſing their Mi- 
niſtry, isto preach for pay,and not for Chriſt : To preſs the 
Magiſtracy to provide for them, is to diſtruſt the promiſe & 


fore they are doubly accurſed both far making the arm of 


© fleſh their refuge, and WithdraWing their hearts away from the 
living God; Hear ye this, I pray yon, ye Heaas of the houſe of 


- providence of God,and to flie to the arn)of fleſh, and there- [:;.,- 5, 


Facob,and Princes of the houſe of Iſrael, that abhor judgment, Micah > ©..1 


anipervert all equity: They build up Zion with blood, and '* 


fernſalem with iniquity. T he Heads thereof juage for reward, 
and the Prieſts thereof teach for hire, and the Prophets thereof 
divine for mony ; yet Will they lean upon the Lora, ana ſay, 1s 
»ot the Lord among 1 ? Noevill can come upon us. And when 
the Miniſters preach and cry out, If Tythes be taken away, 
and Augmentations ceaſe, and there be no wages nor main. 


tenance allowed by law, !-how ſhould we ,live 2 what ſhall 


maintain our families > who will then preach the Goſpel ? 
The people are hard-hearted, and will give us little or no- 
thing ; if no publick maintenance, no Goſpel. Are not all 
theſe the complaints of a» evill, adalrerous, and unbelievin 
generation, that preach faith to others , evenof things nigh 
and ſpirituall, and yer chemfelves dare not truſt God for 
food and raiment ? Do not the heathen ſeek after all theſe 
things,and have you no more faith then they ? 

Then thoſe that are the true Miniſters of Chriſt, know 
rhat the neceſſity of preaching the Goſpel is laid upon them, 
and' will preach in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, whether they 
have any thing or —_— nay,will not, cannot in conſct- 
ence take any thing carnal from any man, to whom they 


| have not ſown ſpiritual : and not that neither, but according 


to the free-will-offering of their minds, ro whom they have 
miniftred ſpiricuall chings: and in this paint, by beir fraits 


Je ſhall know them. 
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Query 1. 


Query 2. 


Query 3: 


Query 4. 


Poſurron. 
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HEYITES. 

Didſt thou, who calleſt thy ſelf one of Chriſts Miniſters, 
when Chriſt called thee and ſeat chee forth ( if ever he did 
ſo) make a bargain with him what thou ſhouldſt have for 
thy labour, without which thou wouldſt nor do thy work, 
or but negligently and with murmuring ? 

Did ever Chriſt teach thee to clamour and cry to the Ma- 
giſtrateto ſettle thee ſome maintenance by a law ? or to ex- 
a it from the poor labourer,who never yet received a ſpiri- 
tual benefit from thy teaching, nor hath no heart to pive 
thee any thing but againſt his will ? , 

Canſt thou ever make it appear to be a duty incumbent up- 


- on the Magiftrate to ſettle thee wages by a law, or it lawfull 


for thee to take it 2 If thou canſc, it 1s high time co produce 
thy ſtrong reaſons, leſt thy god Dagon fall to the ground & 
riſe no more, and with the reſt of M2 brother Craftſmen to 
ſhout high, leſt your ſhrine-makipg,be mar'd for ever. 

Will not thy Trade be as long-lived as the world, if Aca- 
demies can give thee qualifications,men an Ordination, and 
the Magiſtrates maintenance? But Babe/ muſt fall, 


Concerning the power of Magiſtrates in ſpiritual things. 
That the Magiſtrate hath power both coercive and punitive, 
againſt al evil either in words or works, whether it be againſt 
2 Privat or a publick intereſt, is manifeſt. 

Becauſe all men,even as men, have this impreſſed in them 
by the light of Nature, principles ſuckt in by educatien,or a 
light from God upon their ſpirits, Thatthe end of being is 
its own preſervation ; and as this is ingrafted in one, ſo it is 
in all individvals; and as they would not be willing that any 
other ſhould hurt or deſtroytheir being, nor hinder the meer 
neceſlaries of its conſervation; ſo it is contrary to natural ju- 
ſtice,& right reaſon,to hurt of deſtroy the being of another, 
or to hinder them of-meer neceflaries for their conſervation. 
And all Laws were at firſt intended , and ſhould be-exerci- 
ſed,to preſerve unto every Numerical perſon (as far as poſſt- 
ble)thele grand priviledges of Natures univerſall Charter F 

an 
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and therfore what aRts or SIS ſoever may tend to the oh. 
ſtruAing or fruſtrating of this end, is in the Magiſtrates po- 
wer to reſtrain and puniſh, And for this purpoſethe Apoltle 
bears witnes,that the Gentiles who had no external Law given 
of God, were a Law unto themſelves; which did ſhew the work. 
of the LaW Written in the:r hearts, their conſcience bearing wit- 
neſs,and their thoughts the mean while accuſing or elſe excuſing 
one another, 

The Scriptures make this ciear, commanding every ſoul to 
be ſubjett unte the Higher powers,becaulſe there is no power but 
of God. The powers that be are ordained of God. And whoſe- 
ever reſiſteth the powers, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and 
they that reſi/t, ſhal receive to themſelves damnation. And theſe 
are the Miniſters of God for the defence and praiſe of thoſe that 
ao Well, and for the puniſhment of thoſe that doe evil, for they 
bear not the ſword in vain. And therefore the Apoltle con- 
cludes that the Chriſtians ſhould be ſubject unto theſe Mini- 
ſters (chough Heathens) »0: only fox wrath, but alſe for con- 
ſcience ſake ; and for this reaſon was Tribnte to be paid unto 
them, becauſe they Were the Miniſters of Goa attending npen 
that very thing continually. And thus were al the Saints com- 
manded ro obey every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, 
whether of Kings or others ; and that prayers and [upplicati- 
ons ſhould be made for Kings, and all that were tn authority, 
that they might lead a quiet and peaceable life in all goaline/s 
and hoxeſty, | 

But now the grand ſcruple is, what power the Magiſtrate 
hath in thoſe things that are called ſpiritual: And by things, 
ſpiritual I underſtand thoſe things that the Apoſtles &other 
Saints taught and praGiſed as Chriſtians ; for as men, they 
were in their words and ations (as is proved before) under 


Rom. 2,14.is5. 


Arqum.2. 


Rom. 13.1,2,3, 
44539. 


I Per. 2413, 


I Tim, 2. 1,2. 


Poſition 2, 


the power of the Magiſtrate. Andin all thoſe things that \\ 


they beld, taught, or praQtiſed, I finde evidently theſe two. 
1.They never required any thing of che Magiſtrates(as they 
were Chriftians)but only liberty co ſpeak out the things that 
Chriſt had manifeſted unto them; and quietly to meet toge- 
ther to break bread, pray, baptize, edifie,or communicate to 


the wants of one another, 2,:Nothing that they ſpoke 5: 


C1 


(2) 
did (as Chriſtians) was any wey :0;4710us,c ontrary, hurtful, 
or obſtrucive to the Civil Laws, eitlics vi the Jews or Gen- 
riles. | 
Arrum. 1. Inever read that they deſired of ri;: Magiſtrate honour 
or riches, Lordſhips or dominions, nor to be called Doors, 
Maſters, Rabbies,or to have the pre-emi.cace and chief ſears 
one above another, as ours now-a-dayes that call themſelves 
Chriſtians, muſt have a L2w to make them Maſters, Doors - 
and Batchelors of Divinity(as they are pleaſed vainly to ſtile 
them)and that not had but with a vaſt expence to the Com- 
monwealth {in allowing ſuch large Revenues of Lands and 
Tithes to maintain an hive of Drones, Waſps and Hornets in 
their Monkiſh Cells) which might be better employed for 
enabling men in Arts and Sciences to fit them for Civil em- 
ployments,and not to paint upa blader-blown C lergy (ano- 
ther falf title they have aſſumed to themſelvs' with ſuch idle 
Terms and vain Epithites. It is true that the Diſciples being 
bur earthly and carnal,bad much ado among themſelvs Who 
ſhould be greateſt, but our Saviour tels them, That the Kings © 
Mar.2- 22.21, 0r Rulers of the Nations aid bear rule over their people, and 
22, 22,24, 25, were called gracious Lords, but it ſbould nor be ſo among them, 
: 6,27,23. but he that wonld be greateſt ſhould becomsleaft, and he that 
Would be mater, ſhould become as a ſervant. And Zebedees 
children (being of the ſame carnall principle with the reſt) 
could deſire ro [it the one at hu right hand, and the other at his 
left in his Kingdom but he told them, they knew not what they 
a5ked, And the Scribes and Phariſees loved the uppermoſt ſeats + 
in the Synagogues and at Feaſts, and greetings in the Market= 
place, and toe be called of men Rabbi, Kabbi, but the Diſciples 
were forbidden theſe things, 
Aronm. 2. I never read that the poor Diſciples, or any other Saints 
= deſired of the Magiſtrates tithes,or augmentations,mony or 
maintenance for their pains taken about the things of Chr:e. 
T hey delired not of the Magiſtrates any Authority, Licenſes 
Commiſſions or Orders fortheir preaching the Meſſage that 
God had put into their mouths. Butnow our Sons of Belial 
will rike their fleſhhook With three teeth into the pan and cal- 
aron, ana if the people will nor grove them of the Sacrifices they 
Will 
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T emple, and Laws, perverting of the people , be or [peaking f 


ful for them to obſerve that Were Romans, and that they tur. © 
v ned the world upſide doven : T hat they were ſeducers hereticks, 5; 1-, 5 
. and that their Seft (as they were pleaſed to call it) was [po- 


31 
they will take it by force, and ſo wape Jaw apainſt the poor 
people; but the judgement-ef E/ies ſons is haſtenins vpon 
them,and if they make not a great uproar and noy1ſe , their 
great Diana falls for ever, 

I never read that the Diſciples,or Chriſtians in their days, Argzm.3. 
did deſire the Magiſtrate to punith, kill, accuſe, condemn or | 
;impriſon any that received not their doctrine : no, they were | 
but to ſhake off the dnſt of their feet as a Witneſs apainit them. of! 
Nor did they defire to have the Magiſtrate co puniſh any 
that fell away from their docrine into other opinions, 
though never ſo groſs; bur all that they did was by ſpiritual 
power to deliver thera to Satan, and that alſo for this end, 
even for the deſtruftion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit might be ſu * = 54 © 
ved in the day of the Lord feſus , 

AllchatI find that they declared the Magiſtrate had no 4r7»m.4 

power to hinder them of , was the ſpeaking the things of 
God, wherein they were bound to obey God rather then 
men,and in this caſe the counſel of Gamaliel was both good 
and pretious, That they ſhould abſt ain from theſe men, and lit 
them alone : for if that counſel or Work Were of men, it would ,q”@c .2 
come to nought : But if it were of Godt cannot be overthrowy, FE 
and ſo in oppoſing of it,men may be found fighters 2gainſt 
the holy Ghoſt, | | 

2. Neither did they a or ſpeak (as Chriſtians)any thing Arg» rt. 
that'was deſtruRtive,or any way hurtfull ro the power of the 
Civil Magiſtrate. For though they were accuſed of divers 


evils and miſdemeanors, as of being enemies to Ceſar, the 
Rs te 25. 


an1Zy.,205; 


* blaſphemons Words avainit the place of the fewih worſhip, . .. 5.13.1|ts 


anainſt the Law,to trouble the Cities,to reach cuſtoms not lavy= — 
ActS $5. 20, 


ken again every whevre,and that Paul Was a peſtilent fellow,a AQs 22.22, 
mover ef ſedition among all the Pewes throughent all the world, | CTY 
and a ring-leader of the Set of the Nazarens. Yet were all 4 


' theſe accuſations falſe and forged,and could not beiproved 


againſt them : For neither againſt the Law of the JeWvs, nei- as 25.4 
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32 
ther againſt the Temple, nor yet againſt Ceſar, had they offen- 
ded any thin? \at all. 

Nay,they were fo far ſrom being diſturbers of the peace,or | 
1njurious fo any mans taat their very Doctrine was to have, 
as mich as in th:m laid, peace with all men, and not to ſufer 


for evi# aving, vut well ; And it was their practice, that beryg 


reviled,they did bleſs. ana being perſecuted, they aid ſuffer, and 
Leng defamed they ard intreat, Nay,they were lo far trom do- 
ing evil,or eppoting the civil Power,that Paxl being wrong- | 
fully accuſed by the fews , had ſuch confidence even inthe 
juſtice of rie Heathenifh Magiſtrate, and his own innocen- 

cy,with Gods aſſiſtance,that he appealed wnto Ceſar.But itis | 


not fo with thoſe that pretend to be Saints now; for they 


will not be co! tent without maintenance from the Magi- 
ſtrate,or elſe they willreſiſt and oppoſe. 

The civii] Magiltrate hath not any poſitive power to pu- 
niſh any man, or reſtrain any,for their ||ght, judgment, con- 
ſcience, opinion, or way of worſhip, if ſo be they att or 
ſpeak nothing that 15diſtraAive or deſtritive to the civill 
Power, or tending to the breach of the peace, or to injure 
one another; which is manifeſt from theſe grounds, 

Nothing ought to be reſtrained, condemned, or puniſhed 
by the civill Mapiſtrate,in relation to Judgment and Opini- 
on, but as it 1s certainly and infalibly known to be errone- 
ous, falſe, blaſphemovus, or heretical! nor any thing reſtrai- 
ned or punifhed in reſpect of worſhip , but what is infall:- 
bly known to be 1doſatrous, ſuperſtitious, and contrary to 
the mind of God. But itis manifeſt,thar man, is he x5 nata- 
ral, knoweth nt theſe thinos but they axe fooli neſs unto him, 
neither can he aiſcern them ; for men a® a/together poke owt of 
the way,and there 15 none of them that underſtands theſe things, 
0 10t one. And then ſ1:3]l man be a judge of what he knows 
not, and give ſentence where he underſtands not at al/? And 
if it be thought that Mapiſtrates are to juds & puniſh theſe 
things as they are Chriſtians, becauſe it is ta1d, hat the Sainrs 
foal jrag the werld,1.It cannot be proved that they are # liri- 
ftians becauſe they are called ſo,nor that they ace Saints be- 


cauſe tlicy think and call themſelves ſo; for,or he whom man * 
approverh, 


'* quick and aead: for all polvey is given him both in heaven and 4-52.18. 


(33) 
approveth , but he Whom God approvath juſtified, 2. And 1 Cor. tc, 19, 
though it be true that the Saints do & ſhall judg the world, 
yet it 15 not by uſing any of the Civill Power or Authority 
of the world : for Chriſts kingdom, of which they are mem- 
bers,” 19t of this world : and thus Panl did nit judge thole FS 12, 
tht were without : and the Saints judging of the world was * 
in {p:itual power, by a declarative witneſling againſt all uc- 7 
righievuſnels ot men , but no ufing of the civill ſword ; for 
their Weapors were not carnal but [piritnall. And theretore 
the Magiſtrate is notthe competent judge of theſe things, 
and therefore hath no power but what is negative, and fo 
oughtnot to forbid them. 

But chough the Magiſtrate had the ſpirit of diſcerning, z,,,,., - 
without error or miſtake, of what was true or falſe, light or © 
darkneſs,both in relation to opinion and. outward worſhip, 
yet is notthe right and judgement of theſe things given or 
granted unto him,though he be as a god upon earch, but it is 
rhe great & high priviledge and prerogative of 7e/ws Chriſt, 
by whom God Will jndge the World, according to Pauls Goſpel, 
and the very Centiles for walking contrary to their own 
lIighr,were judged of God,and not by mey, and of him SM ror < 1 
ven up nnro vile affettions, as a jaft puniſhment for fianins * 
againſt light; and therefore the Father hath committed all , yp. . x 
1nagment unto the Son,and he it is that 1s appointed judge of 2 Trm.4.1 


Rom.1 29. 
ar. 2:35 


= 


earth , tor it is Ged himſelf in theſe caſes, and not man, that *i+*+©: © 
is and will be 7 age. | 

A gain, what T ares ſoever the envious man hath ſown in the «Aro um.” 
field of the World, of lies, falfities, errors, blaſpkemies, here- ks 
lies 1Golatrous and ſuperſtitiouse worſhips are not to be 
weeded forth by every lervant , nor by the Magittrate, /e/f Mv:.r4.24,25, 
they luck Mp tre wheat al'o, but both muſt te let alone until} -$ 5062, 
the harveſt and then tlie Lord will fend meſſengers that ſha!l *- 
make a ſeparation : Theretore the Magiſtrate ought notto 
meddle with the plucking out of the Tares of errors, hereſies 
& falſe worſhips; tor thierby uſually the wheat is pluckr up, 
and the tares lett ; for the Saints of God haye always been 
perſecuted and lain underthepretence of iyoting forth er- 
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| (34) 
rors,and deſtroying falſe ways of worſhip,and under colour 


of doing God good ſervice; For it is evident, that ſ1nce the 
Magiſtrates have aſſumed to themſelves the title of Chriſt:- 
anc and pretended power,nay alſo will, & skil of promoting 
the caule of Chriſt,of ſetting up forms, profeſſions, and ma- 
king Creeds, Confeſſions, and Articles of Religion by rhe _ 
power of civill authority; as alſo to eradicate errors, here- 
ties and falſe worſhip, Antichriſt hath by that means had his 
growth and increafe ; Apoltalie hath entred and prevailed, 
Truth almoſt in all Ages hath been ſtifled and ſuppreſſed, 
and the Saints perſecuted and butchered, as is too evident in 
Martyrologie and Church Hiſtory. And this is all the aavan- 
tage that the truth of Chriſt ever cained, or can have from 
the authority of men,and the power of the worid. 

Allo the record of truth doth witneſs that God in his un- 
ſearchable wiſdom and providence hath decreed,that here/res 
muſt comethat thoſe that are approved amongft his Saints may 
be made manifeſt, and that it 4 of neceſſity that offences mnt 
come, though there be a wo to thoſe by whom they do come. And 
therefore the power of man or Magiſtrates cannot fruſtrate 
the purpole of God, but while they labour to do what be- 
longs not untothem, they become fighters againſt Fold. and 
ſo are given up to blindnels, and becauſe they believed nor the 
truth,are given over to believe lics. 

Moreover, this power hath been aſſumed by men & Magi- 
ſtrates from no better a ground then the rotten foundation 
of infidelity & pride; out of infidelity,in fearing and diſtru- 
ſting that God was not powerful and wiſe enough of himſef 
1n his own ſpiritual ſtrength co carry ov and accompliſh his - 
own work without the wiſdom and power of finfull, weak, 


: and vain man,Who/e breath 1s in his noſtrils, and his help vain : 


Whenthe Kinzdom and Cauſe of God is built onely upon 
lumſelf, that everlaſting Rock of Ages, and Chriſt is that 


©. Stone, though refuſed of men, 14 choſen of God, and pretiom, 


and 4 become the chief in the corner, Even that ſtone comin? 
out of the Rock without hanas, ,and cruſhing un picccs all the 
Images of braſs,1ron or clay, that ever the power of man ere- 
ed or ſetup, And it proceeds out of pride,man vainly thin- 

king 
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3 
king in his wiſdom & power to make the Work, of God more 
effe&tual then the Lord hath determined, and by the rod of 
fear and terror to drive more into heaven then ever God 
hath decreed ſhall come there, or to force them in ſooner 
then his appointed time,or by a door that he never opened ; 
not con(idering that the weakneſs of God u ſtronger then the , Co ;.., 
ſtrength of men; and the fool:ſhneſſe of God wiſer then the |, a4 
Wi/dem of men, and that xo man can come,nor be driven un- 
to Chriſt, excepr rhe Father draw him. Aroum.s6 
Laſtly, the Magiſtrate pretending to be judge of the con- 
ſciences of men,doth uſurp the place of God; for God him- 
ſelf will immediatly reign there, and none can perſwade nor 
change a heart but God only, for zt he that takes away ſto- 
ry hearts,and gives hearts of fleſh, takes aWay the old & gives 
»ew ones, and no creaturely power isable todo it. And alſo 
thereby many are forced to become hypocrites, and to fin 
3gainſt the light of their own conſcience, or elſe to underpo 
loſs of goods,or liberty, bodily turt,or death, which is cruel 
and tyrannical,nay even againſt the law of Nature : for who 
would detire to be compell'd againſt the light of his own 
conſcience ? and therefore how unjuſt is it to compell ano- 
thers > This may make a mana Profelyte, toſay and profeſs 
with h:s mouth,that which is contrary to the intent and be- 
lief of his heart, and ſo to be rwofo/d more the child of perdi- 
| ticn then formerly. Objei,r, 
Some objeR, That the Jewiſh Magiſtrates had power to 
puniſh idolatry and blaſphemy, and why have not Mapi- 
rates amongſt the Chriſtians the like power > Solition, 
1. Becauſe we are not under the ſame adminiſtration, nor Hb.;.1- 
are their L.aws obligatory to us ; Foy the Prieſthood being 
charged,there ts maae of neceſſity a change alſo of the Law. 
2. Becauſe we have not the ſame means to inſtru and di- 
rect us in giving judgment in ſuch abſtruſe & deep matters; 
tor they had extraordinary dire&ion by the Urim &T hum- 
mim,& by their Prophets, both of which we want : we have 
none that can make fire come down from heaven, as Elija did, : 
ro confound Baals Prophets. withall : and therefore where 
there are not like premiſes, there cannot be like concluſions. 
Others, 
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Others objeR, that there is ;{ BH that the Diſciples had 
and exerciſed, to centure & deliver to Satan, 25 in Caſe of In- 
celt; and of Hymeners & Philerus denying the reſurreRion: 
and the 1»gel of the (hurch in T hyatira us threatned, becauſe 
be had ſu jjered fezchel ro 'each and ſeduce the ſervants of God; 
and therciore| that there remains 3 coercive and punitive 
power,it not inthe Magiſtrates at jeaſt in the Miniſters and 
Churches,and theref. re it is lawcull to exerciſe thar. * 

3. Iris crue,that the Apoſtics and primitive Churches had 
by their directions a power to retain (ins, and to deliver to 
Satan ; but ths was not an externall power of man, or the 
ſword, but was ſpiricuajl,and ſtood in the power of Chriſt, 
for the Apoſtle {aith, In the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
When ye are gathered together, and my /pirit, with the power 
of eur Lora Feſus Chriſt, to deliver ſmcb an one to Satan for 
the d« ſtruction of the fl:ſh, rhat the ſpirit may be ſaved inthe 
ay of the Lord feſt. Now ti1s was done in the power of 
Chriſt, and ſo as no Church now can ſhew the like, though 
they ſeem to 1mitate it, 

2. | his was not done by (oHFing any external puniſhment 
upon him,but that the reſt of the ſaints were to forbear ſuch 
an ones Company ,cver to eat With him, and conliſted not in 
ſome violent chruſting out ſuch an one from their houſes or 
company but in withdrawing themſelvs away from bim: for. 
the Apoſtie warns and commands tie believing Theſſalon- 
ans in the name of eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt that they ſhould with- 
draw them/elvs from every brother that Walked diſoraderly;and 
if any 414 not obey bus word in that Epiſtle,they fhowld note ſuch 
an one, have nocompany With him,that he might be aſhamed. 

3. For that of rhe Angel of che Chucch in Thyatira,it con- 
tains a very high & great myſtery, more then mans wit can 
conceive by tle letter; yetitis clear that! they ſhould nor 
ave ſuffered her : but what was it they ſhould have reſtrai- 
ned or reliſted ler withall? not with carnall weapons / for 
the Saints wear not ſuch) but with ſpirituall , which were 
mighty and powerfull in Chriſt. | 

2, Thoſe rebuked there were ſuch as had her dottrive, and 
thoſe threatned were ſuch as had committed fornication Wi th 


her. 


( 3 7 ) Y "YE 
her,and therefore by /ufering her, was to have embraced her 
doQrine; bur thoſe that had it not, nor had known the 

epths of Sztan,they were not reproved nor threatned at all, 


but exhorted only ro hold faſt untill Chriſt hhawld come. 


Con/eFaries. RED tg 

There is nothing in the Goſpel either in doctrine or pra- ©9/***. 1. 
Rice, that is diſtractive or deRtructive to the civil power, nor 
any way hurtful or injurious pnto men. And therfore what- 
ſoever doctrine or practice is deſtruive to Magiſtracy, or 
tends to break the peace,or injure any man, the ſame hath 
 noground in the Goſpel,and'is an evill that the Magiſtrate 
bath power to reſtrain and puniſh. | 

All the liberty that Chriſtians have, or can claim of or C onſet. 2: 
from the Magiſtrate, is onely negative and permiſſive, that 
they ſhould not forbid & hinder them to declare the things 
that God hath revealed in them, and commanded them to 
utter, nor prohibite them the way of their worſhip and ſer- 

ving of God. FM 

The Magiſtrate hath an urqueſtionable power to reſtrain Co»/cT. 3; 
and puniſh every word and ation of man that tends to the . 
Ciſturbance of the civil State,or to the prejndice of others, 
and is bound to uphold nothing of Chriſtian Religion,either 
with the {word,or with mony or maintenance : and there- 
fore thoſe that require pay trom the State, to uphold their 
Religion,ought in that point ſo far to be reſtrained, as to be 
denied it,and none allowed them. 

Then whatſoever a mans opinion or way of worſhip be Cex/e5. 4. 
(if he live peaceably amongſt men both in word and work, / 
and faithfully and obediently toward the Civil power) the 
Magiſtrate (ought without reſpeR to his judgment, or way 
of worſhip) to proteR and defend him,and not at all to-in- 
termeddle with him in regard of either. 


| Queries, | 
If the Magiſtrate (not having infallibiliry of judgment) Query rt; 
Go by law eſtabliſh one or more forms of Religion, & com-' | 


pell mu to conform therunto, may not one gr all thoſe be 
_ idolatrous 


Query 2. 


Query 3. 


Query 4. 


Query 5; 


Requeſt .1: 


Requeſt 2. 


TE 3 (33) 
idolatrous and erroneous > and ſome way not allowed by 
law, be the onely way of truth in Chriſt 2 | 

Can a Magiſtrate drive mere into heaven then the Father 
bath determined to draw thither > or can he be wiſer then 


the Spirit of Chriſt to teach and dire men the way to eter- 
nall life? | 


Doth any form of religion neceſſarily entail the grace of | 


God upon thoſe that walk init ? Or can any form keep our 
the Spirit and Grace of God when ic will enter? 

Doth any powerof the Magiſtrate really and truly change 
the heart,though ic make the tongue confels, and the perſon 
in external worſhip conform to the Form and Religion eſta- 
bliſhed ? 

Is it not q- ma the law of Nature, and che light imprin- 
ted in us, te do that to another we would not have done to 
our ſelves, to compel{ another when we would not be com- 
pelled ? 

If any out of tenderneſs of conſcience, lowlineſs of mind, 
or love of the truth,defire further fatisfaRion in the particu- 
lars handled herein, I ſhall be willing (as far as the Lord in 
mercy ſhall enable me) either by confererice or otherwiſe, 
to give them what content and aſliſtance lies in my power. 

If any one be unſatisfied with the truths herein contained, 
and judge them unſound or erroneous, and ſo have a deſire 
to confute them, or argue againſt them, I only intreat them 
plainly and fully co make it manifeſt out of what principle 
they ſpeak, whether from the Spirit of truth, or from the 
ground of Human learning and Reaſon, and according to 
the preſence of the Lord with me, they ſhall receive a rc- 
ſponſion. | 


F I NJ |S. 
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